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INTRODUGTION. 



'i'HE 4i6ti^ df Frkilds, trhd Wftt% iti dferi- 

llie&r p<^rfi^ii^i« t6 fi^ sibd tterabte a« IM 
if 6^ of €k>d, kj^)^€<^ IB- i^ iHfctrnlteeiHiL ceo*- 
Itoy. At tftat tite^ tllei^ tv^^i*^ Btim^ ita £r^ 
land illior w^fe ilM s^tlsted with fl^e 6pihi6iA 
and ftttifti ef il#toirrtiip ilfliidb w^^^ field hy tH 
different religions societies then existing. It 
^fpe^iM' to mm thttt tBe life ^M Hpirit of 
Ctkri8tiaff% Wel"^ iiW£ waifltillf , tod that laan^ 
furihal obli^iMii, xiiikh W^i^ eoiin^tM #itll 
tto v^idn^ ^stehas of woi^p^ wer^ inti^odu^ 
^ed and drb# tbe mind off firon^ tb^ siitmtakieif. 
flench they tiiny hb eonsidti^d as w&itif% and 
lookiiig fdr some fiirthei^ and more confident 
gfonttd of iaitli than th^y conceited was io he 
met WitV aiiHMitg the assteiat^d proftssnts. of 
# 
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Christianity. George Fox was one of this 
description : and being early in life awakened 
to see the sinful state- of the world, had many 
serious considerations exdted in his mind ; these 
he cherished, and was gradually brought to un- 
derstand the nature and design of the Gospel 
dispensation. It would exceed the bounds al- 
lotted to this work, were I to give the history 
of this plain but able advocate of vital religion. 
Tfi^ reader may b^ readily acquainted with it , 
jl^y recurring to his own account contaipe^d in ^ , 
jqvnuJ ofbislife, which he has left behind him* 
J^arly after he came: forth in the m^i^istry, many . 
jembf ac|ed the truth to w^ich he pointed;^ and 
a*" society was farmed in Jiigland,, who were 
jMiown to each other by. tlie name of Friends. . 

^v . ; . ^ . ■ . * .-; ; .. ., 

' > M^ny were 'the persecutions and sufferings 
^0 which this comnaunity were ,^posed« An 
account of them may be read either in^SewePs 
or Gough's hidtory. A fundamental , and 
primary object in thp. infancy of the societjf. 
,wag to turn the attention of thepeopjie ffont 
.X)utWard £>rms and dependencies, to the lig^t 
'^jft Christ in themselves. This they confi- 
dently msiintsjiined was universal 5 that, every 
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wan was* enlightened by it ; and that until the 
rational creation should conform to it, their 
claim to true religion had no solid fbundatioa 
in CbristiaRity. When thej became distin* 
guishedi manj accusations were raised against 
them^ in or<ier to prejudice their religious pro- 
jEbssion in the Tie w of others. Such accusations 
"VKere usuallj met by: suitable explanations. In 
the course of these occuri^ences, there occa- 
sionally appeared reasons for their dissent firom 
Qthers, but as such r^easons were spread ainong^ 
contfoversial writings^ no regular system or 
concentrated profession of their belief had as 
jet appeared* These circumstances continiiec} 
until Robert Barctay, enlightened^ as we be* 
lieve, by the light of Christy dlscoTered the 
necessity fi>r a remedy; hence he was impressed 
with a e<mcern to communieate to tfio world 
hisadees and judgment of the, true Christian 
grinciplos and doctrines of the in&nt society, 
of which he was^ a member; and accordingly^ 
published atke work usually known by the name . 
of Barclay^s Apology. T£a& book fbe so<;iety 
of Friends approve. In it the reader may find 
a full and ample account of their belief con- 
termor (he Ckcistian celigioa and the dutie»^ 
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whidi it enjoins. But the Apology being more 
especially adapted, in some particulars^ to the 
lime in which it was written, and also requiring 
a very attentive examination of all its relations 
Wad dependencies, in order fully to comprehend 
<|ie views of its author ; it is therefore a work 
"^hicb we have reason to believe is at this day 
not 6b frequently and deliberately resorted to 
as we could wish. Not only strangers to the 
society of Friends, but many of our young peo- 
ple, it is believed, might be benefited hj having 
a work more concise, and, as far as possible, 
adapted to the same purpose. Under these 
<^onsiderations I have attempted to give a sum- 
mary of our profession. From the nature of 
th^ subjects which will be treated upon, some 
reasonings may be expected ; but generally the 
plan will be to state the belief of the society, 
and to shew the correspondence of such belief 
with the meaning and doctrine of the holy Scrip- 
tures. The author will not be confined from 
occasionally entering upon controverted points, 
and that because he believes it will be unavoid- 
able. The society of Friends are known to 
differ in their profession, in various particulars, 
from others ; and in stating to others their' doc-* 
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trines and belief, he will necessarily have to 
shew, in some instances, the reasons for such 
difference. This will be done not with a view 
to oppose any class of Christian professors, but 
wholly in conformity with the nature of the task 
he has «ndertaken. 
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TREATISE, 

Sfc. 

^nZ CIIBISTIAV'S BEI^IEF* 

THE society of Friends believe tliat ihe Mes- 
siah spoken of by the prophets, and expected 
by the JeWsy did, in the fulness of time, appear ; 
that Jesus Christ, the son of God, bom of the 
virgin Mary, wa^ and is thid promised Messiah; 
the same concerning whom the four evangelists 
have given testimony, and who was crucified 
Without the gates of Jerusalem, under the sen- 
tence of l^oritius Pilat^ ; and that he rose again, 
ajjreeably to thle Scriptures/ That he died for, 
and in consequence of the sins of mankind ; that 
in his death was an oflTering for the sins of the 
wTiole world ; and that he is the only mediator 
between God and man. They also believe in 
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the necessiQr of obedience to his doctrines, as 
contained in the holy Scriptures i and that the 
holy Scriptures were written under the direc- 
tion of the spirit of Chcist, and can only be 
understood by those who lire in obedience to 
the same. 

Man is a free agent^ and the means of sal* 
vation are^ universal* 

Although we beliere in the doctrine of free 
win, we by no means deny the decrees of the 
Almighty ; but acknowledge that these are fixed 
and unalterable. As for instance, he has de- 
creed that " the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the spii^it of God^ for they are foolish- 
ness unto him ; neither can be know them, be* 
cause they are spu-ituaUy discerned." 1 Cor. 
ii. 14. That is, that no man can know the 
things of God but by the spirit of God. Our 
free wiU^ therefore, we hold to be limited by 
capacity and by consequences; as in the case, 
of Cain, who was assured^ " If thou doest well, 
shalt thou not be accepted ; but if thou doest 
not well, sin lieth at the door." Gen. iv. 7. 
Here it appears, he was free to act, but subject 
to consequences. Such a freedom as this, we 
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appdimid^ ig implied in tUb very nature of a ' 
cminiand \ because it is not ratteiiaf td suppose ' 
a command should be given by infinite wisdom* 
\vhere tlhere was not a capacity to obey. But 
tKa- doctrines of 'HiC' holy Scri^Hures are suffix 
ciently clear that commands hafi been given. 
Adam was commanded not to eat of the " tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil.^' Gen» ii. 17. 
Whenewoef^T, therefore, a^ Command is given, 
th6^w«n!i^fhirly infer potver to obejr. Friends 
believe that the light which shines in^every man, 
and which is offered to him during the day of 
his^ visitation^ hfe mayobey or dtsobey ; and If 
this doctrine is w^ll founded^ th^ freedom of* 
the will is thence established^ I am 2iwkr& 
that in this particular we disagree with tho.^e 
who hold the doctrine of uncondhionarelection. 
Bnt we cannot believfe that if Jesus Christ cume 
to seek and to save that which was lost, whidi 
the holy Scriptures testify, or if he has' in one 
instance offered salvation to a faHeh race uni- 
▼cmdily, that he ever afterwards retracted the 
ground — and yet he must have done so, if the 
predestinarian doctrine of unconditional decree 
be true« That lie has* offered salvation to all, 
the following Scriptures fully prove. " For so 
hath the Lord commanded us^ saying, I have 

AS 
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«teit thee to be a^M of tfie GmtUai, flmt ^Mr 
fhoiildst be for filvati^ luKto Ae^^ends ^Etkt 
earth." Act8JaiL47^ 

.^ For I am not ashamed of the gotifiA of 
Christ, for it is^ the powc^ of God uirt0 sal?*- 
tion to every one that beliovMh*" Boai. i. 16. * 

<^ And be 9aid unto them, go je iirtQ^aU tii6 
fTicnrld, and preach th^ gospel to^ey^ry creatuf^' 

^^^ Fior the grace-of Crod, AaA bringeth eal-> 
^rattoi^ hath aj^eared unto b& men/' ' Titus : 
ii»44«/ ; "•' ■ ■ . . ^ _ '' -^ *:: 

An unprejudieedconaide ration of these pas^ < 
eages, we are of opinion^ might satisfy eveff 
man that God is no reepeetar of pem>U8^ This 
was &Lfi judgment of Feter, when ^t^^the house 
of.Coi^nelius j and it is wprtb; of reomrki titet : 
mhiB more in&nt stage i^f 4he miniflli^ be waa i 
di|brentlj minded, bcoan^ lie was under 4^ 
prejudice of ediu^atipn. Hie » thought he had 
reason to believe that «alvatio« waif'bonferad 
by immutable diecree to the Jews. Iffow he finds 
it governed by eondifiow* And €O:al«0 we fae^ 



•fiiii irwiMT - '-^|- \\^mm^^mm^^mMM 



Bere, << Thai of a tnitli God is no respecter of 
perdons, but in every nation be that feai^h him 
, and worketh righteocrsness is accepted wit!h 
bim.*^ Ads x. 34, and 35. ^ For there is no 
rfet^ct of persons wiA God.'^ Rom. ii. H. 

With our opinnnr of free -will we neverthc- 
liess cdnnect tbe dependency of man. We dl» 
n6t )say, as some^bai^ supposed, fhaf tb^re is & 
iiBi-6r in any others, a imtund Hgbt or meam ' 
df sflvatiOBf; .But 'otherwise tbai^ *« everjr' 
gobd ^ft, knd c^v^ j>eHfect gift is from abote,^ 
#ti^^4. IT. imd'bas'tUe'Lord only lor its antfaoikr 
-attd^^r. ' Aiid tberefbre ^ the Iiglit in mm% 
k'im effect of ^il» own divine powtr, and catf« 
*jMt be ^tribttted t& any UOetidt tatne. On 
^^ai84iril^t>weflMMfs, ad^^ fte^SeH^ 
mtisi flttt fiMd' hto made the m^ans of saltit^ 
iioti iMvenia To suj^rt wbieb we t^efer fi^ 
l^tito fttte%iiag pastegesj attong liiaajr other! 
TfiffsMk Wig|b« b& diosen. »'The peid/pte wttieb 
Mt itt:^laA&e«8 saw ^«t ligh^ ud to them 
ifrhidi sat in the /regfofi and abaAd^ of deatb^ 
1^ is sprung lip.? Mat; it. Ift ^ tVnr mine 
^<^ bf Y0 aete Ay^ sJidT^bil, whidr thou bast 
f i#pttt«dcbii>|« the fiiee ofall people, a light 
to lil^lleft the Gtiiliktt^ ttd the glory of thj 
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people Isoicl. '' ^Lnkc ii..3D, SI, ». " .Xli^t 
was the iri^e %ht, which Jifl^th every laan 
that Cometh into the world." '^ Then sgs^ 
Jesus ja^in qnip them i^yiog, I Wi the ljg;ht 
of the world, (be ik^t &i)V>fi^tb me,8h?ll)not wa]|k 
in darkness, but shall have the light of life." I 
. Je^ i. 9, .4nd ,vjiii, 1^. ,If 4ve oiajr believe the 
(^ri^in^y .th/Bn^^spsig 1^ li^ bt of ib^e avorl4> 
^^ alljwre .oi)l%hteaed hy,4»m* lAJl piay ifol- 
i^ir hioiy ^and enjo^ the lif^t of iife. This i«^ 
yepnfidently .believe ^nd t«aeh ; smd Iberefoi^ 
dpj^ct, .^8 .^wop^us and ^ontwy 4o the Sor^p- 
^}^es, ^1 4ho$^ doctirinQB vvhl^h depi" t|)6^ei^- 
^4(^,Qf«iii9fl in ^he^n^B ah^wrej^en^ .or^)iioh 
Jbol0ot^t ajp$^tiaU^ on ^b^ pact of a just .a|^ 
^j|(hteous jpod^ in l^s s^iiuisti^tio^ ^qf ^^ 
jpeanji ^ fAlva^^k^aiul jreptovatiGin to % £illeii 
^^)^. 7^ ^a^ .will p^Bceiice 4h«^ I ]|ki;V)& 
^jfXK^^: ^ 4fK^iBe fi^. usnivei^ ^iviaai^ ^ 
^vl^iG^ lifith iKh94 I ^ve ^ejPed ^m^^mtif 
^^^ ^2X of jpian ; juskd itk^it ly^^Uif id^o^ 
^ fii^a^t j||rijtj|b^|io;#4:^^uits in mii»n«^tio% 
it wiijli^i Jj^ iiQCf^firy |o spj n^uc^ j^poaQl 4]|^ 
jj^ef .^f Bric3^s«fsj^f|iny.tha ui^iwrsal)^!^ 
5»f fsalv^ti^n. iL^B^y^^f V^J^^ 4pc|rija>^ 
Ikjiey tBaf* afMi ^^mf^f a«d hnnil? «i^ jdiMii^ M ip 
f)f^ni}^4 ^qpf^^ |fff^^»6im J^iattllh^iqil^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



mA itneliettevets in Christ. A Hoctrine suffi* 
ci^ntiy set forth in the passages already quoted 
firom the holy Scriptures. 



JDIVINE Jt£VS]>ATION, THE GROtTKD AKB 
PHINCIPLE FROM WSICH THE KNOWI^EDGE 
OF GdD is TO BE OBTAINED. THOSE WHO 
C6kE TO FIND THIS PRINCIPLE WHICH 18 
bimSRED TO KhtyMAt AFTER WAlftDS FAl^I* 

JInd fir9t^ tht^.tme knowledge of God, we 
Wlieve^ cannot be obtained by any outward 
means. God is a spirit, and cannot be ioio^ra 
but by a spiritual and divine manifestation 
opened in the soul : *^ No pan knoweth the 
feather but the Son, and he to whom the Soa 
revealeth him/* Mat* xi. 27. From which it 
appears, that though there may be some idea 
of God excited by tradition, and seated in the 
mind of the natural man, yet that this idea or 
Iknowledge is not the true and saving know- 
ledge, not that living and spiritual knowledge 
which Christ described, as recorded by the 
■^evahgelist John, ^^ This is life eternal- to know 
thee^ the only tru^ God, and Jesus Christy 
a4 
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jffhom thou Ji^ sQntA' John xviL 3* .. . |*rie|||^ 
believe^ thaut according to the Scriptures,, God 
in Ktfi love and merc^, has gi;aBtf (La apirituiipj. 
manifestation to all, by which they may com^ 
to this living experimental knowledge of him,. 
** For God so loveilThe world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoerer believeth 
^in^hiAishottld not perish, biit have everiiastih^g 
^ Eib." J6hn iii. 16^ AW th^e same apostle has 
'said of the Son, " In hi'ra was life, aiwj the life 
M^ ihp^ li^t of men, and tl(e. l^gjif ^hin/^tli ia 
darkness, and the darkness compr^ifi^^ it 
not." John L 4, 5, That this same li^ht, 
'^ was tlie true light, which hghteth every man 
'that Cometh into the world.^' John i< 9, But 
4f any were not furnii^hetl with it, then the doQ* 
%inQ of die apostle w oiitd not he correct, T^is 
*'Aivjne life oif die Spirit by which we come tp 
4he knowledge of God, la tlie only means which 
can open in the soul that earing knowledge. 
'Therefore wc believe that it is the great prin- 
ciple by whict the" secrets of God and man are 
opened. ^ For the sphit searcheth all things, 
yea the deep tfiinga of God." 1 Cor. iil x. Ejf 
this quickening principle man is brought into a 
capacity to understand those things which per- 
tain to life aad salvation. " But the things pf 
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OMf lM«lMli<S^^tto,'Bttt'eiid ^'StGUf" 

6od tH«Bd& »i Atid'iBs'^irhalrve'ia the 
•piHt ma wfcllt'ia ^t,» «hi %• Ae- ^mWy aSd' fefS 
Iffiriflili^ <>rtHfe= trutB, aUa ^«iifo^ tfflfrlife'bjf 
trlkitih th« trae'knowiedge bf'Gdd is tukSle 'liia-- 

ili<tagH''thelight^<yf it 8ffiite^iD'i1lenr,<<^eiit dark^ 
ness and spiritnal death, and'Battoi cimet^ 
Hie light which is offered for their instructioir,. 
But in such isfulfijlwi <»iiiit John the evangelisfr 
has written, ** And this is the condemnation^ 
that light is^mew^ott^ iwlA^mi'mm loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deed» 
WftttSeYil;"^ ir«htfWi»r^t*>^rs'tti*SSre 
ttmt Aose^who waSkin -th6 light, itiiovi&a^''icr 
th« S<»iptiinefl, are childrtitf of <a^ irg!i{;'^nd of' 
Atiday. Tl^aiie liot AereiyMdit^m^' W* 
KeVrt-s to G6d,<tmt ha'^e conie to* ihe litvin^ 
tnowl«dg6 oTHfin: WHWiiaf agree %M* 
those who hbM thtlV' whi^n'^fliir' diviiie liK k' 
witnessed or ^sediil the ^b«1,' i^ch' ciiir neyec ' 
aaentard»M ftOii 4b&'gtAee bf 0bd ^ ItecauMC 
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ler^t doc^e. BfMAl «i^ ftwarf of ^h^ 4^** 
^ of falliDg frjpm g^^A ^^ Bu^ I k^^ w4tP 

^gf aay meaiv» wJif n I have p*ea4l^ tp otii«jr^ 
j| myself shoiild b^ a cas^-s^way.^' 1 Cor. iK< 
f7w , A|pki, ^iff9idxig to, bill son TJbos^t)^, he 
save, << holduig &Uh a^d 9, good cosii9ci^ee^ 
i^)^i<^ some harwg put ^yr^y^. con^rsiiig &Mh 
have madfs 8hl(gY|yrei;k.'' 1 Tim. u 19. M$a|i^ 
o|bher passages migjiit b^ quoted agreq|iig witb^ 
t)ie fopBgoing, but^ what i^ already ad?ai]u?o<i 



CAKOMmVin^ THE »€miPTUllEir. 

T?i|«. sopj^y of Fri^^ 4<> mt ^^ wi^ 
t^o<^ professors qf Christi^^,. ivifio st^ the^ 
Scriptures are the \iford of Grq4; but th^ ari^r 
0/ the judgm^t that the U^vfOfm^s of tkt^^ 
h{>l^ Scriptuf:es juroceeded from> a«d. w^re wait* 
t^i^ under theiguidauce of the word,or npivlt of 
Gpd: that thfjt afe;as Paul expresfe«^>^ Pron, 
finable for doi;tr^nf^ for reproof^ for cprrection^ 
for instructiofij i^ rjg^eoqswff/' ^TimiiL 
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J6. But as (key had an original spring or 
principle from whence they proceeded, so that 
principle we consider as the primary cause, 
knd the holy Scriptures the effect.' To that orw 
gmal principle which was befwe &e Scriptures^ 
we with John the eyangelist, give the name of 
the Word, and not to the Scriptures, f^ In the 
beginning was flie Word,' aiid the Word was 
with God, and* the Word was Gid.*^ John !'. I. 
There are important reasons for making thii 
disfin'ctloh ; some o<*whicti it may not be im- 
proper to mention. The Word of God as de- 
scribed by the evangelist John, w;e believe has 
an universal inftuence, which cannol be adoiit'^ ^ 
ted in relation to the Scriptnres. But if the 
Scriptures are the alone means of salvatioiK 
then they must c<mtradict themselves'; because 
they testify that, ** a great multitude, wliith no 
' m'^n could number, of all nations^ and kindreds^ 
and people, and tongues, stood before the 
^ronc, and before thelamb^ clothed with white 
robes and palms in their hands.'^ Kev. vii, K 
We cannot doubt but that of this great com* 
pany there were many who had never read the 
Scriptures; but they were Botwithstandkigy 
clothed with the robes of righteousness^ Hence 
we infer, that though the Scriptures are a great 
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blessings to,ii8| yet they are nojt bo muiji so ii|p» 
that Word or Spirit from whence they proceed- 
ed. But the Scriptures themselves^ cannot be 
understood^ withput the aid of the same spirit,, 
by which they wore at fir^t written^ We con* 
jBecj^uently believe t)iat in the wisdom of Goi^ 
many, spuls are instructed without the meaw 
of the Sf^ptureS;^ by the immediate manifesta-^ 
tion of his .owa.bless^ spjijrit ; if therefore we 
call the Scriptures the word of God, and say 
they are the on!^ means of salvation; this 
wo^ld go to deny the doctrine which they con- 
tain, and exclude a)l those who cannot read 
them, from the possibility of salvation. The 
society of Friends ob^rvipg these consequen- 
ces, and finding that the spirit of truth is given. 
to lead into all truth, and of cou^e, out. of all 
errorji^ cannot jpin with those who after thi^ 
manner depart from the doctrine of the Scrip-^ 
tures, but they on the contrary refuse to call 
the Scriptures by any other nan^ thaa ^ati 
ifhidi they claim for themaelves^ 
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^ If RTij man speak, let him speak as the^ 
coracles of 6o(L tf an^ man minister, let him 
do it as of the ability which God g^veth, that 
God in all thinga ms^y be glorified." 1 Petec 
m 11. Such ministry is not the effect of 
man's will or wisdom,, but is the ministry of 
the spirit Now tiie gospel dispensation, is a. 
spiritual dispensation, and all those who pro?* 
tees to be ministers of the gospel, if they are 
really such,, have receiv.ed a gift of the spfrit 
for that purpose. ^^ And he gave some apostles, 
and some prophets, and some evangelists, and. 
some pastors and teachers, for the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying the, body of Christ." Eph. xy. 12. We 
believe therefore that no human talents or learn- 
ing can qualify a man without this gift,, to b^. 
i^l^pel minister. And no one can be assur- 
ed that he has. this gift of the spirit for the 
wQ^k of the ministry, but. by the immediate, 
impression and evidence of the spirit itself 
Nor can those amcmg, whom he labours know^ 
that the gift has been bestowed, unless they 
also have the evid^noe of the same sjorit. The 
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churcH of Christ was to be under Tiis gorcm-* 
inent, and buitt upon Iiiri^^ th& bnly true foun- 
dation; consequently its members were, not 
feft to any uncertainty ; they had th0 spirit of 
Christ ; for according to the Scriptures, ^* if 
any man have not the spirit of Christ he ist 
Hone oT his.'^ Rom. viii. 9. llie true church 
therefore consisting of living meml)ers influ- 
enced by the holy Head, they necessarily know 
when the ministry proceeds from the Spirit. 
And although it may h6 possible for human 
learning and pArts to become very correct in 
the knowledge of the letter; yet the ministry 
of the spirit not accompanying the letter, these 
inevei^ can rise any higher, unless they receive 
the' gift of the ministry. Tfiiis gift we believe 
is only at the disposal of him from whom all 
perfect gifts proceed, and not^in the pOwer or 
mny man or set of men to confer upon another. 
We believe also that the gift of the spirit is not' 
confined to nation or sex; thai it is bestowJ^d 
upon all; and that the g?ft of the* ministry is 
llestowed upon females as'well as males.^ "Tor 
je are all the children ©rGodby fkithin JesUs* 
CSirist, for as many of'ydu as have been bap- 
iiied into ChVist have put on Christl There' . 
is neither Jew nor Greek; there is neither l>on(l 
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*MK ffee, tb^e is neithef ftiale nor femtkl^y 
ibp ye af© ^1 &tm.m Cbrist.** Gal. iii. 36, 27, 29. 
if then tre are^ when baptised into Christy all 
0M ia Uoi (and we believe n# one can bef a 
miMSter of (Dbmt umil baptised inta him), 
mheth9» nMle «r ftmale, we all recare of bis 
•firit; attd tbo9e wbon^^it may pleade htm to 
yot iato the mioifitry will be io the e^Ufitation 
of Ae body of Christ, whidi is his church. 
Skat females were to receive tbe gift of pro-^ 
ph ccgr ifpears Ironar the following : ^ I mil 
pour odt of Bfty ^yirit upon all flesh, and your 
amis sod your daughters shall pt op li e cy /* Joel 
^. SS« Tb» apostle Feter, on the memorable 
day olPentieoftt, makes* use of this same jiaB- 
aage^ oonfinaning the right of prophecy to -th« 
female Bex« AaA tbougb^ PtioFibr tbe purjA^e 
ofgfuarding thedMirch' iit hi9 day^ikt tnmeces^ 
awry questions, aad a consequent dlsturbattcei 
of the solemiriQr, enjoined that a woman* should 
not* be suflbred to speak iir it, bttt^houM'env 
quire of her fausbaml at IrMie; yef it appears 
plaki tifeat be had no triemto forbid them ther 
rsfbt to urinlster whew they should be there-"^ 
unto «i^led ^ for we find lie has instmcted them* 
ij^ what mamoer they should appear. ^ But? 
•iireiy woman that pn^eth or prophesktb wxtb' 
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^erbead unootfNid Ai8liom>petik her'^feadiir 
ICor. xu 5p Ue hap also ^p^^ken bjr way^tdT* 
approbation of womaa ia the iwiistfyr^tke 
go9pQlt ^^And I iatireattbee alsovutrue yalce 
fellowy b^lpi those wooien whk^ laboured' with 
me ia ^e gospel^ with Clamtnt ako aiidmtk 
other my fellow labourers wboeenaMesareaa 
the book of }\fc^'' Phi|ip.iv. 3. The society 
of Friends being 8^is6od-that females were 
called, to the ministry ^laongat theoi, aitd haVx- 
ing every necess^ury ^sunraace that it was agr«BK 
able to the wise ;ad«unistration«»ftbe Head eC 
the churchy have not believed that ihq^ should 
h^ ei^ip^ded, but own tiiem in ii^ ministry^ 
apd ace oft^n^ edified bj tJiieir labours ki tto 
gospi^I. One of ^e duties whicb^wQ^i^e satis^ 
^ed is vested in^ tha qhurfslv ie^ » earful atte»n 
tipa to ibis sabjeet. , Xhose who have had ex^t 
perieiice and have^ long, stood firni «» obe^ 
diepee, to, thf > spirit <^ (7hrist, ar? (nec^aaril3r> 
iKm^d to take notifce of appearances io^ tiio: 
mimstiy p and wbere an; comeibrtb who have^ 
q^istakea their gift^ tim^j . ta eouniel and« 
eaution them. Thus the living mei^bers are: 
instrumental to preserve all in their proper 
g^beea : instructing one anpther in the opwing; 
i^ihat li^ht whi^ makes manifest. But tlb^ghl 
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to ;t]^^^,agin^t^jil;W^ dp »ot Myiev^ tbey «fe 
V> be paid for their labours, or to preach by 
contract But agreeably to the eharge of Christ 
to his disciples^ ^^ Freely ye^ have received^ 
freely give." Mat. x. 1. We cannot therefore 
own any in the ministry who disobey this com* 

church ia. the ^primitive day tct giy« tp th!e,pQ*r 
amangjst th^^ so welM»jyij^e.Y€^^.^v^9> ^ 

aiuni8te];8. as oUiers. A^tfapu^b ^^.^^ esteeip a 

"living and authorized minw$ry^.fwd J^fjlif^ll^e^t 

/is a blessing to the church, yet as we .conajid!^ 

^all true ministeiB to be the serv^iiite Qf jphrie^ 

who only ca^ render effectual their seryiceii^ 

1B9 we. are satined ,^at they j^t ws^^v^ 

W^it for his in^uctioain every fttep t^ tak|» 

in tliis soletmn duty. But should any rise apd 

attempt to spea^ in his name, undei; the inflijt* 

^enoe or choice of the creatiirely-will, with<>^^ 

,hi8 spirit accompanying thera,^ we believe su<^ 

Wi^d contribute to their own con4emnatioii| 

and by no means profit the people. Therefor© 

9f we do not ^fte with those who are hire«^ 

liilgs^ 60 nieither do we own such to be th^ 

tgiqi^ters of Chi;ji^t]^ who profeas to.be alwd^jl^ 
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IMt&f^ ind who make it tfadr itlfe to presfi^k 
*$X all times when an ^isdembljr kre gatiieired. 



OF DIVINE W0B8HIP, 

' At it Wri!s ^he pra^Ice of the primitive be- 
'HereiiB ih Christ to mei^t t6^ther T</r the piir- 
'^obe of trbi^hippiifg hiiSn, so We believe it re* 
^aiii% to "be a diitjr enjoined upon all his fol« 
lowers flowh to the present Sbj. They were 
lofiA^Ay in^trticted on <his important occasion, 
lAnA ^ticoataged to believe by (he promise of 
ibhrirt, *" fliat Where two or three are ga^ereii 
H;og;^heir in toy name, ^ere am I in the mklst 
©f tfteto.'' Matt, xviii, SO. We therefore be- 
lieve that it is our ihctispensable duty publicly 
to aii^embte ourselves together in order to 
worship the livihg God. But olir manner of 
Meeting in silence, has been spoken of as be- 
trig no where Warranted by the example of 
primitive believers, or the testimony of tie 
^oly scriptures. Btit as the gospel dispensation 
is purely spiritual, and as no Ibrmal acts with- 
out the spirit can constitute divine woi^hip; 
We therefore ^ are Hatisfied that We ought t^ 
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.'liieSafh^ m «pMt, and in truAi; and this tre 
4>eliwe ^may be dote, wi^ut the aid of t^ 
%buiimn voice. For if the worship of 'Ood, de^ 
f^fenxked ^vip^n the ^organic powers ^f 4>ttt' niittir^) 
0nd eoQU[iiDt*be perfinrmed wttfaoutthofti, ihta 
M o&ifst be in pftrt a ^natlifal ai»d not purelya 
^qnrkiiftl 4ivtdi]p« 'We a«e «Mcir»ed on tins 
jral^act^ 4^ lAo BcBdiof tbe ^shorcl^ ;thlit ^ 4e 
,iioilr ioometb, «ii^ now is^ whon ihe tisiie wor* 
lidiippfiis^lMiA wiBMfa^ibe Eatherin ^nrit'^KAd 
^aaitnrtl^ for sthe i^lmr steboth ^viick tq wor- 
^ip faim. <Sod lijaai^t^ tffld itejr "tfuit woir- 
diUp iaim^ ttust worslo^ hitti in ftfMt -iifid ia 
iMMh." Mbaibr.iSS, 9«» 2t tiierHlbM tppelM 
-M i«e 'Aiel wo ^iineU^&iiiided oljotlioQA msk iae 
.irtmed 4igailttt roor itleott iiMtiafi; 4b«1 Ait 

.^ti¥(wiAipwli]ciCl^airftatt«idoaaelte^ 4tfd 
jQ&n^b wo do Bot dongf tbst ittfe ipliil of 
jCftrist iturf oomtteee Acoodqpil^ fM»l ^dli 4f 
«tmrslim }Ri*iebalielre«»B3nia3rib« ded^Md 
Jdlf ^no^ljFiiig/ndtii ontinard ;6Kmi wtdKM^ lire 
.^idt. Wo oo^Sfi also that il te possible for 
am assdniblT to b^ ^dieMd into oot^^aM ^i* 
leope/^iAiidt Mperi^^ the tnitid to be ee^a- 
ipOed iboft 4lii ^MiiieMe 4^ tU iiatu^ ^an- 
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brings ft&d denrte of the creature. 1m eittft^r 
tame^ pare and spirilual worship may iail.to he^ 
^ jpef formed^' But in the former, where an' as- 
eembl^ are collected^ and without waiting ibr 
the mind of the qnrit^ rimmediateiy proceed' |a. 
. outward and .formal «tlfr; there appeare UtwiS 
a danger of : departing . from ike. will of God, 
and fulfilling the iwill oT man.aleae. .fEo watt 
' upon God^ requires a state.Jn: which we sb» 
• separated .firomt mlLihe.acteitof.^tiie creatuWi, 
jButi fiii)du.a':elnie is not.. obtained, .while anjf^ 
thkig .of.^iour own commands: our atten^ian,^ 
-Hence we infer. that<were>w« .to , enter our vop^^ 
iligiaus ; asaendolieS) and ; pursuei/Ae ^emotions 
«^ the ttneubjiected mil, tre shrnddbe^acliiie. 
Jn Htm first natare witikout tiie ^qusdoening in- 
fluencaiof the' Holj S]nrit;'/and all such acfts, 
^however apetiews, we.b^eve will Mltob^^ 
: accepAiMb tor the Fjithei!^ wh^ i» a ptwe and 
':,8ptrttttal lieing^ion^ knows and wershipped in 
;the^ .manifestaticn of the spirit which he- has 
iheen pleased to grant ta all them that wait 
f upon> and worship him^in spirit and in lrut|i. 
Many are the instances mentijoned in the JSorjp* 
tares of the fi^thM waitii« iqponGod. The 
pjrophot Jeremiah saysi ^^the Lond is good 
Wnto th^Qi, theitrH»it for Jiimt to the soul that 
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seifekefth him. It is ^ood tl^ a msiri ^ould 
bMi hope and quiefdy wait for the salvation 6f ' 
the Lord." Lain. iii. 25, 16.' David saith,, 
^^1 waited patiently for the Lord, and he in- 
clined unto me, and heard my cry.** Paaltn 
xJ. I. Isaiah saith, ^'And it ^all be said in 
that day, lo, this is our God,' We have waited 
fb#' hitti," and he will save us. This is the: 
Lord,' we have waited for him, we will be glad ^ 
-and"Vejbice "in his salvation.'* Isaiah xxv. 9. 
One inore instance! will add in confirmation 
orieaning uport and waiting for the aid 6f the 
jBpiritV'' ^'But if we hope for that we see not, 
tli^ft 46' we ^ with patience wait for it. Like- 
wi^fe the spirit also helpeth our infirmities, for ' 
wekiiow not what We should pray for as we 
ou|^t,bt<t the spirit itself rtiaketh intercession 
fo'i*'us, with groanings which cannot be ut- 
tered.** Rom. viii: 25, 26. In this doctrine of 
th^Upd&tle, k i^ evJdcfnt that he belii^v^ in 
thel tt^e^feity of waiting in the spirit, arid that 
theire Wa^ a sensible d^^rotion in the 'joint in- 
flifelice of the spirit itself, with the'soiil of ^ 
ma^n, ^fere words w^re not necessary or even * 
xom^tent to the' occasion. ^ As there cab be ; 
nothing bore opposite to the natural will and 
«f tsdom ei ina% thra ^ts silent waitinf^ai^a ' 
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God ; 80 neither can it be obtained, nor rig^tl^ 
comprebemled by n»n but a« he layeth^dowa ^ 
his own wisttam and will, so as to. be* content, ^ 
to be thoroughly subject to God. Therefore 
it was not preached, nor can.it be so practised^ 
but by such as find no^ outward ceremotiy, nor 
observations, no words,. yea. not the best andr 
purest, even the words of Scriptmv, able* to^ 
fi^isf^ their weary and aflbted souls. Because ^ 
where all these may be, the life, power ^nd 
virtue which make such things e&ctual xas^f^ 
bfe wanting* Such I say were necessitated ta 
cease from all externals and to be silent before 
the Lord, and being . directed to that inward* 
principle of life, and light in thepiselveis, as 
the most excellent teacher, which can iiever be 
removed into a corner; came thereby "to be 
taught to wait upon God in the measure of' 
life and grace received from him, and to cease 
from their own forward wotdfi and actions^ in 
the natural willing and comprehension, and 
feel after this inward seed of life, that aS' it 
moveth, they may move with it, and be ac* 
tuated by its power, and influenced whether ta 
pray, preach or sing. And so from this prin* 
ciple of man's being silent and not acting in 
the things of God of him9^> until thus ac-* 
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iua^ by God's light and gtzfe in the beartji ^ 
did naturally springs that manner of sitting to- 
gether in silence.", (4/)ofogjr^|?* 3530 "Yet I . 
do not so much commend and speaik of silence^ , 
as if w? hs^d boun^d ourselves by any law, to 
exclude praying or preaching, or tied ourselves 
thereuntp, not at ^1 ; for as our worship con* 
sist^th not in. woi:d9^ sc^ neither ia silence, but 
in. aaboly dependence^ of the mind upon God, 
from which depepdenee^ sijence necc^ssarily fol- ^ 
lows iA the,, firsjt pl«ico until words c%a be , 
brought fortJh) which; ai» from God's spirit.'* 
(^ologgy J). 36(^) The re^r will from the 
foregojyfg h^ve ^fonie. idie^ of our. reas<MM for - 
assembling in sUence^ but they only can be 
competent to judge in this weighty matter who . 
have come to the light of Christ in thepiselves, . 
aad are sensible .of those joys, which spring 
from an inward an4 J^pintual knowledge of bis . 
presence. , Friends believe thc^t all true wor* , 
shippers in spirit and in truths must walk ia^ 
the spirit, and vpt fulfil the lu^ts of the flesh. 
Neither are we alone in our belief, that divine , 
worship is a spiritual act and to be known and 
performed ip silence. " Devotion considered 
in iise\{, is a^ intercourse between Gx)d and us^ 
between the. Supreme, Self Ejustent, Incon<»:. 
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c€fv'able Spirit; trbich formed and presetvei 
tire universe, aiid that particular Spirit, tvitk ' 
which, for awM 'reasons, he has animated a 
portion of matter on earth, that we call man» 
It is a silent act in which the soiil divests itself ' 
of outward things, flies into heaven and pours 
forth all Its wants, t^ishes, hopes, fears, guilt 
or pleasure, into the hosom of an Almighty 
Friertd. True devotion doubtless reqiiifed a* 
considerable degre'e 6f abstraction from the 
world; that we hear little of it is not wonder- 
ful. It makes no rioisc iit the cfrcte of <he 
learned, or of the elegant Under a heap rf 
wbrldljr care ; -We Smothfer **thte Hdr^y ftl&nt, 
and vriH not let it breathe. Vanity, arabStlbh,"^ 
avarice quench thcf c^estfal'fire, ahd these alisi 
are too mtich- the god of mortals. Writers ^ 
have been amusing us only with shadows of*' 
thi§ piety, itistekd of giving us itb soiflaiid'^iftf-^ 
stance. 'Superstition has jilkcdl'it in opfinf6ns^ 'i 
ceremonies, ttttsterffies, pilgrimaged, an auguet 
temple, or splendid imagery, -Which hais little^ 
confnection with sentimeht or spiHt. Enthu- 
siasm lias sweUed with unnattiral toncepttions, 
and 6btrudfed A ^pnttous ofispring on the worH ; 
instead of this isngaging child of treason and 
tniflij whilrt^the-lttkewartn have rested to a; 
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6w outward) duties whieh hme hid no Vigour^ 
aad as th^ Bpring not iVom the benrt, neve^r 
entered the temple of the lV!lost High« Real 
piety is of a Yery diiferent, and of a nmch more 
animated satiH*e; it looka up to God; sees^ 
Jiears, feels bim in every event : in every vicissi^ 
tude, ia all places, in bH ^adons> and updn all 
oecasioBs. It is theory verified- by ei^periencey 
it is faith substantiated by mental enjoyment, 
it is heaven transplanted into the human bo-* 
som : it is the radiance of the Divinity, warm- 
ing* and encircling man. It is a spirkual sense 
gratified by spiritual sensations; without tiiis, 
all ceremonies are inefficacious, boo^, prayers^ 
sacraments, and meditations, are but a body, 
without a soul> or a statue without animation. 
That man is capable of such an intercoufse 
with his Maiker, there are m^ny living wit*- 
nesses to prove. It may be proved to spring 
from natural and philosophical causes; God 
is a spirit, so is the mind ; bodies can have in- 
tfiscourse, so can souls. When minds are in 
an assimilating state of purity, they have union 
with their Maker. This was the bliss of Para- 
dise, sin interrupted, and holiness must restore 
it ; to a sQul thus disposed, the Creator com- 
municates himself in a manner, which is as 
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faio# >Ba>tet»^e Mtimil eye, as the MMiig of 
dews ; but no less refi'esliing to its secret poUM 
ers ihaa that is to vegetation. The primitive 
saints are described thns, when tbej speak of 
their tranq[»orte« Darid felt k when he longed 
Am* God, as the hart pantefli after the water 
brooks. St. Paul, when be gloried in his tri« 
btthtions. It was embodied in him when he 
was carried up to the third heaven, and heard 
things impossible to be uttered^ St. Stephen 
was DUed with it, when he saw the heareuH 
open, and pmjed fer his murderers. By it 
SMirtyrs were 8iq»ported when they were stoned, 
and sawsed asrunder, and till we feel it in our* 
selves, we ^hall never flilly know how glorions 
the Lord is.^ London Review, December 1791. 
•* It fi>llows, (says the learned Howe,) that 
teving ibrmed fliis his more excellent creature, 
according to his more express likeness, stampt 
h with the more glorious character of his liv- 
ing image^ given it a nature suitable to his 
own, and thereby made it capable of rational 
and intelligent conversie with bim, he hath it 
even in his power to maintain a continual con* 
Terse with this creature by agreeable commu- 
nications, by letting in upon it the vital beams 
and influence of his own light and love, and 
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receiving Wk ih^ mtwrn ^f t(« fiatefid ^e* 
)m9wIe^nMi^t8 afid prv^es, noh^p^ H is unit 
niksi he slu^uld dp po gre^t^ tli^ tbaii lie 
Jiatb 4^Mie« Fef* wbo sees jpqt ^t it is a mat* 
ter of no greater diffi^ty to c^si^er^e witt)) than 
to 0mke a reasomble creature I Op w1m> mfomW 
|iot be aahaaied to ^eay^ tbat iie ivIh^ bath he^n 
the oq^jjr Author of the ao^l ^ wiH, «id pf 
tbe e^Qi^Ue^t powers wA lacuUies belotgwy 
to it; cffst mcnre esnily siiatain tlMit wbi<^ lie 
]mtb aiade, and cMrerse with UsuH^tWt fuit> 
abfy to tbe way mh§m4h^ k^ made it ca* 
fiUde of bis converse.'^ Hke gnefpombla JobN 
2ia]e»> i9 hie Goldea Re^iajiipfiy «xfressies biQi# 
«elf thiiis^ on tbe «Ml^t of iipkibial w<H^p» 
<< Nay one tbing I ]w>W iniere) tbat tbe prujer, 
wb^ is tbe mott iftraUe, tmiiaeev^P i^nd fa# 
e^oeeds all tbe ponfer of worda^ {^ St» Pful, 
speafciog ui^o us of tbe inpst effis^ctaal bind of 
praj^r, calk it sigba and gi'OB^na, tbat eaiHuit 
b^ exprosi^^ N^^tbiiig cries so b>u4 ia tbci 
lears of God? as tbe sigbiiif of a wntrite and 
earnest heart." From all wbiob, and many 
other testimonies which might be prodn^^ it 
mn^i be evident tbat a spiritual devotion is 
b^ieved in^ aM bas b^n acknowledged by 
others as w-eil as- tbe s^i?ty pf Fvi^ncte. Al^ 
b3 
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thoug^h this divine and spiritual devotion majr 
be experienced when our hands are employed 
in the business of this world, and we doubt not 
many "pious souls are poured out before God 
in secret, by gratefully owning his mercy and 
his grace, yet we are satisfied that such will 
be glad often to assembte themselves together^ 
that they may unite in spirit irt this duty. And 
We have often had experience that it is ac- 
teptable to oiir holy Head, that we meet to* 
gether^o wait^upon and worship him. He has 
owned our silent and solemn asseitiblies, and 
in them united us in the fellowship of his dear 
Son. Therefore we believe that it is oiir in- 
dispensable duty, and that they who sincerely 
attend to it will know the promise fulfilled, 
'* Even the youths shall faint, and be weary, 
and the young men shall utterly fall, but they 
that* wait upon the Lord, shall renew their 
strength, they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles, they shall run and not be weary^ arid 
they shall walk and not feint." Isa. xl. 30, 31. 
Therefore, we are concerned, to practice the 
exhortation of the apostle, " I beseech you 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye pre- 
sent your. bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto God; which is your reasonable 
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flerrke." Rom. xii. 1. ^^ Not forsaking Ae: 
assembling of ourselves together as the nmnnePt 
of some is." Heb.x. S5. 9ut concerning those^. 
who think of his naine^ tl^e ^ p^ppliet Majachi, 
has sskid, ^^ Then they thai feared th^ Lord,! 
spake often one to another, , and the Lord^ 
hearkened and heard it ; a|i4 ^ ^ok of remem^ 
brance was written before him, for them that^ 
feared the Lord and thought upon his name.^ 
And they shall be mine, saith the Lord o( 
hosts, in that day, when I mak^ up^ my jewels,! 
and I will spare them as a man spareth his own^ 
son that serveth him. Mai. iii. 16^ 17.^ I 



OF PRAT£R AJXJy SPIRITUAL SIVGING TO TBB 
LORB^ 

Having given an account of our belief con- 
cerning the spirituality of worship, I shall now 
speak of prayer ; which,, though it is a part 
of the worship of God, and not to be dispensed, 
with by the Christian^ appears to me, cannot 
be acceptable, when performed in the will or 
wisdom . of man. But prayer, performed by 
direction of the Divine Spirit, is profitable;. 
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Iftlft SbllHtm Aet HM 6th«it wlio tialf^ theif 
Ibfmft of {Arayei^ cotllttiUted Hi limAotf, itnAiif^ 
IbMMkI in tte tttiy lidl kfioWiilg the iiwitf ftetldtl 
m4 pwrtkt^ forlftl 6f tiM5 1)i^in^ BpiHt, are ttot 
ft^ti^^ ift hift MHie; Md thereArm #ifl tii/t re*' 
«eive. ^eAaps there i» !lcdfte}jr trh iiet s^iieir 
«it«ed iff fM ii»fi^6il ^ J^ti^ Ckrt^/ leMf 

AiideMOM^ ittd therefctd notie tftore Abtifteii 
than that of pWJrcf.* ^ose whd ttlftk tfaey «fe 
irithin the meaniDg of this duty, because thej 
are governed by 1119 bGHfldaries set in the 
Lord'fi prayer, are too generally deficient. 
fhey do ttdt Mtin^t Hm (fee Veiy ft^t gipft- 

tence in that solemn CMfpendium requires a 
qualification. Who are they that may call God 

fitter? CerfctiAly ttd tfiose wh6 kt^ the §er- 
ifHtttfe (^ rid ; trho feject the If^t af Cftfrirt, 
mA bn^ etiettiies to his spirit ; the^e Are hdt his 
iAUdten. ** fitit as »aiiy as ai'e led fcy the 
gpJrit <tf €fdd ; they are the g6n^ ^^pt^d/" RtM. 
tiii. U. Such may say Mr Pit^et whith art 
in heaven: bat df the vast miiiflttide Vh6 ate 
daily addressing: tiiitii by that pate^nsl tft^e^ 
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thtr» IS retsoB to doiaU,. f^w tn his <A(t&mH 
tUidreii } aad all olfaera are saying tKat t^likli 
is moi true in. relatioa to tbamaelfies. The^ 
ta?^ not li¥#d hi aor receiTed the spkSt of a^ 
4o|^tioo, autiioriatig.Aem to cry AUba, FatlM^ 
Hekher are tlie disobedsBnl willing that hil 
twi^dosa aboald be set up is tiidir hearts, sot 
that tbe4if4Qef wiU ^hoald be ^ne; but they 
Ure ii^ Ae pHde itid ohstiaaey of tbeir ^wti 
eelf m\h indteod of Cblrgi^iilg tuen their trea» 
iMMScs^ ihty ^teh the (^pjportimity for ^etengai 
aari are joyfal vAea they succeed iil punishing; 
(htoe who they fahagtile have iajured^ thetn^ 
ind yet some of Uiese al^ ibn^ard to jpra^ ift 
4fae assembliea of the {i^ofde; and urbtlld wit 
Migly persuade men, thM fhey have a claiih to 
trtle ifevotM. Othtin again s^em to suppose 
th^ shall be h^rd fbr theif mtc\^ ipfeaking, 
hnd therefiMW are cro^dili|^ together all the 
arib|e6!|B af desire whidi the imaginlitiion can 
twchy and dOluig mpan the Almighty to grant 
them this vast asseifablage of requests. If w^ 
were to take a correet account of the multitude 
of petttioAS, wliich are vbtally oibred up, and 
atrietly to examine and reflect upon them ; E 
have sometinKte thought there are ihW of conn 
jion unde^rstaikUng, but ^hat would be ^f ^^^ 
b4 
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lubNi tbat niany of. them w^e extravag^anf. 
This part of deiotion, k seems was practised 
^y the Pharisees >of oId% Ou^ Lord has takei> 
m>ti^e. of them, and. evideBtlj^ condemned them 
and their pra^rers together. No doubt they had* 
th^ir admirers in (hat day^ as well as many m 
Ihe present. But what were the remarks whicfe 
the Savioiur of the world made upon them. 
i^ And wbeuihou pray est, thou shalt not be as^ 
the hypocrijtes arey for they love to pray, standi 
ing in the synagogues, and in the eomers of 
the streets, that they may be seen of men ;• 
verily I say unto you, they hive their reward/* 
Matt. vi. 5, Haying shewn the motivese ai 
these supplicant^, and noticed that a primary 
Qb^ect wUh them Xfm to .be seen of men, h# 
gives his disciples an instructive lesson on the 
subject, a les^op which oijght to be deeply pon- 
dered by all tho^e who think themselves called 
to vocal prayer,* in the assemUies of the people^ 
as well as by tho^e who in their closets attempt 
to address the Almighty. " But when ye pray, 
use. not y<ai];i repetitions as the heathen do, fot 
th§y think, th;it they shall be bea^rd for th^ 
much speaking. Be :npt ye therefore like unto 
ih?^i> for your Father knoweth what things yi 
have, need of before ye ask him." Matt. vir. & 
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Tfa^e eautioiid are stifiicietit to pra^eAhti/i 
tlieugh our Jxord has inyited to prayer^ yet he 
ve^Mfes that they who pray should know that 
. the motive is. pure, that it is fre^ from all crea- 
tur^ly passiojoa- and affections^ asd therefore 
he has said for tiie encouragement pf such^ 
•^ Ask, and it shajil be given you i seek, and ye 
6h(ill find; knock, and it shall beDpened unto 
you.V Matt..vii. 7. Prayer beiqg thus go- 
verned by purity of Qiotive, and effered accondU 
ing tathe disectien of the spirit, is a»> accept'^ 
able act, and a» it i^ not seeking, or asking ia 
Ibf will of diecreaftupe, but in-tjie will of God^ 
so we believe that which he by hi» apirit putft 
into the souls of his chijidren.to ask for, he will 
eertainly grant* The natural r man, with all 
hia studied forms o( prayer, is ignonmtofxthe' 
spirit ; and therefore k|iow$ iiot,^4iAt^>eas]| 
toff but is in darkness and spiritual de%th; and 
nfver^ can,pmy acceptably t ui^il he is brougbl 
imiier the; redeeming power of tr^^th^and m^de 
subject to the cross- of Christ ; harming, the old 
and fallen nature humUed^by. the righteous 
judgiue&ts of God upon it. In *ih» state, thfi 
H^ijil is sensible of the need it^h^ of a supplj^; 
#f daily bread, and thiere is b^ottettfin. u w 
Mmlm^f wd thirst after rigbte^iuuissss^'ttMi^ 
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^qptlriliid fteUligi Af^ <|lriclMf«edMd Mid* alive 
unto Qod$ and idl Ite tempNttiotia of thfe 
^iMfnijr m t««i8l6d« In tbto coAiiet^ the weight 
of biMtiaa iAfimiit^s i6 fell, and pirtjers »r6 
alwaji aliM in the doul; h^ice it majf boMiA 
^ 8tcb) iH^reeitbly t^ the exhortation of th^ 
apcMle p9M}f Aty <^ pray without ceasing. '* 
Now tbi« litiBg tm^ail firMi under the power 
of daitoiesg, and the dominioa of sin, is not H 
Mtpcrfidal^ or ovtward business; but it is a 
Work known in the preseate of God^ and Us 
gracious ear is always cpesa to all the groans 
ings and pfuyars^f those who enchire itf be* 
cause tbsy bteathe in his own divine spirit, attd 
ttva to hiai, and oat to thems^ves. To stHsk 
be is pleaaad t6 maka isanifesk hit will, not 
oaly eonecnNJi^ thettMlfas, and the things that 
are piFeSiMy but also, wbM needfU^ eonoemii^ 
#tbe^, attd the thtegs that are to some. S^tob 
mM iM eomfitiott of the pfophet £^)ab, whu^ 
<< prayed earnestly thai it might not rain$ and 
k rakted not upon the earft, by the spaao ef 
Chr^ years, and si& montiis. And lie prwfed 
agaiii, and the heaven gave rain, aad th^eirA 
hi-oi»ghtfdrth her itiiaU James v. 17, li* 2to 
#ne can suppose that the dearth here spcAen 
of wa« dq^amlely the ofi^ of Aa aatnml liH 
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0f tilt pro|Aet ; and tlierefere^ in ihii^ tre bam 
«n instinee thst true prayer is aft entfaace in- 
-to, and tooelirrenee witk the JUvhle Inifid. 
Ik/me we belirre^at it caiuiot be perfofmed^ 
%iA only as ire are led thereto t^ the ^pint of 
«od,* by nrhieh Ike thills of God^atidh^^fai 
mre iMde imulfest* 

' Now when ati assenM^ are thii& gathered f^ 
ihe pwpose of divine T«'<[^r»litp, and any af^ 
t^lod by <he ^jni^tralioti of ikh spirH t^ roddt 
'{Htyer ; Many present temg led into ^ itM 
^ Gfod I tile pray^ itedf wilt be owned^ 
tad mtitiml with by^ »acii; bit if th^ pmmt 
•peaking doea mot ktep (b ^lattdiHga'olTtb^ 
apirit^ then #bat i^mUtf n not true ptftye^^ and 
#ill Mot be «ee|rt#d.: if iq^ ho is firided ito 
lAatJawMbydM^piritorCbcf, tbena^th^y 
of Ihe aaeiii il y wtlo^ are gtAel^ hit^ tiie^ «^ 
oiHe will: are mitod in thb pray ef^ Btatin^onr 
Whmi oaaeaMioa Atro M»f bo dlibrent olateo 
Mid diiinae gfOHiCh^^ onfd e«eh mdy be ^ 
fMKP 40^ dloiae ^tt tMc^ming Ihem* 
uf but o#fiif tolfaeir tafioM iMntiy. tb^y 
dwf wt be M M ttitei^ one petition ; Aough 
•M rmsf bi tea^ogiit idkr tte irill of God^ and 
iii tvpiPd ^ 6plritttM prayer/ k tko^tid^ 
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of prayer, we jb^ev^ our silent oippoifimit^ 
•together must appear. really important and^*- 
dapted to the purposes of spirittudand acc^ 
table worship. That.prajer can onlj be o^Ur 
ed in the understanding, and rightly ^diriBeteA 
by. the divine spirit, there are nmoy pa^sag^ 
in the Scriptures to prove. . ^' likewise ,4b^ 
spirit also helpeth our infirmities, for we know 
not what we shquld pray for as yfe ought,, but 
the spirit itself nmketh intercession for us, with 
gros^nings whicb c^mnot be uttered. And he 
th^t seareheth the hewrts,. knoweth what is tb# 
mind of the spirit ; because l^e maketh Jatert- 
cession for the.sajnts, accondifig to. tl^ will of 
Gpd." Rom. . viii. My 31. . Again, the saim 
apostle saith, " I will pray wUh the spirit and 
I virill pray with the understandiogako." 1 Coi^ 
sir. 15. I ^all not dotain the reader watli fiup*^ 
ther qu4>tations from the Sertf^m^. on« iim^ 
eolemn subject. But if the focegoingr may be 
a<ccepted as a e<^rect aecoont of.thejiaJtiire.ef 
prayer ; then no custorp, however it nO^. be 
sanctioned by multitudes^ which is noticonsiat* 
ent therewith, merits th^ i^me of .prayer. That • 
true prayer is of a spiritual natultte j^ppeers te , 
have been the jiidgm^it of others #s well m 
Friends. Dr.^ Gell seys, " wc^ds coijkgi^ivfed 
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'iotiy in aa^ejarthly pcimd, an4 uttered out rf". 
the memory by man's voice, which make a noise 
in- the ears of flesh and blood, are not, nor ean 
be accounted a prayer before our Father which 
SB iR heaven." Dr. Smallridge^ bishop of Bris- 
toly hsLS the following exparessions 2 " Devotion 
of ^nriiid is itself a silent prayer,, which wants 
not to be clothed in wbrds,. that God may better ^ 
lp»ow our d^ires. He reg^rdfr.not the service 
of our lips^ but the inward disposition of our 
heafts.'' Monro speaks to the same effsct in 
Mb Just Measures' of pious Institutions of 
YottA. *^ I am persuaded/' says he, " that it 
jrqpild' be vastly advantageous fcr youth if care 
Wfte taken to train them up to this method of 
l^^yeii; that is, iCthey were taught firequently 
tO!pkee,tiiemselves in th^ Divine presence, and 
itmne atfently to adore their Creatoi^ Rbdeemei^ 
omt Saiietiier. tFor. hereby they woidd becorao 
MHtufilly cecolkcted. Devotion would b6 
ili^ riemeBt^ and they would' know by e^i^perM 
eMe ^ii4i8t our. Uess^. Saviour^ and bis great 
af|09tle means, when they enjoin us to pray 
wMiout ceasing. It was, I suppose, by somo 
sueh metHod of devotion as I am now speakiagr 
of that Enoch walked with God ; that Moses saw 
HkA timt it ipvistUe ^ that . the royal pssdmi^t' 
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fitt tbe I^ord always befiipe him ; a&d Aat our 
Lord Jafiits fatmself, comtiaoed wIk^ ai^lM 
fa praigref to God. No nmii, I befier^ wM 
iraaghie, thut fai9 pnt}^er, dnriiig all Ao spae^ 
ia whiefa ft is said io Iunr6 coiidnlled^ wai tSM^ 
getiia* vocak When ht was JA" hn agoay In 
the mrden^ he vstA but tew wordiK His "V^cal 
prajer then c nsiated onlf of one petitft>a^ luad 
an act of j^iire resignation^ thrioe repealed* But 
i hope ail wfll allow, ^at hii devotion lastod 
longer tfaM wMie he wav emfvloy^ in the nt^ 
teraif of a few 8entencefc/^ Prayed, thereibi^^ 
Veing pQi«ly of divine origin^ and aniy broaghl; 
ftfrtit i« man % the imtnediale opettiags mtt 
Itadtfigfe of tiie Spirit ^of God, JVleads beMt^o',^ 
tftiit aHwboeiM^tipoiTit, witboyt mdi <iKv«6» 
Hfm ant g^amitieae, ate tit^ MdlMng fll^ 
wiHaif^hia xsnraii^GR-ei aiid^Migt^ey aM^te*^ 
^gi^ tbe bi^ af trordu, evm the^pi^fl^m^ whteli. 
Chrfat taught Us disciples,, it le not prayer to 
ilbemr no# wSi it enter ^Ae ewrs of ilk& Host 
Hi|^ il9 te i«gi»ii to pngpar, we ImU tfa^ 
8» huMaar aeqniramen^ oaa i|udMy ibr k, or 
inaa^itegfeebeeqiic^twit^ seridaowiebeUetvte 
wifli respect to sfaigiog *of hynna and apirttaat 
saagBv On tins snbgeet we dHfe^ imtk ima/f 
Mber fffdibssera 4i Christiaaat7 ; «nd we kwra 
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Mason ta IwiHeve Aat some piflp mA «rdl 4m« 
jpoa^d pn^iKSiort hi^e Bot 9e«n bow to iveoi^^ 
f Mr opitfttkm of this practict* Qut ibe aocie^ 
#C Friends do sot believe tbat songs of tbaidis* 
^rmg or pmise are, of x^easaiif^y vocal, if 
^f tbe divine 3pMMt> tbey are &voured to fidl 
^aise, to ^[Miiig ia tb€^ soals, let tbesn siai^ 
1tb(&ir spiritual song ia sj^it, wbere it propyl/, 
originates; nd wo^dpu^t not God,, wba is a 
spirHy will undefstand their sptritttal songv Birt 
we do not aoe that those inw;^ joys ^f tha 
soul^ at all stand in need of any outward of 
snskal tone, tafender them aoceptable to God. 
And theni^ we vmte somet|fln«s to adm^ ther 
Ofitward voice to be aneerper^ed with tint 
sptritMal iopression, yet we 9$f9 not of Am 
jjMignMnt ^t.tbts mmld he prefer ianiHrre* 
ligipns aneenhUitf)' beevife ure aiwfw^re th«* 
idl could net in trnt^eia^^ Mn^eongt some 
wenld be.yfcflly to be nAi%uailifted»> bideiylift 
eeidd seUoai ofseur^^ thai themtele eal^^roipii* 
^m imhM he rai s ed intie the sasne spiritnat 
sMg^ aii^ if aiqr tlboM eiHw»N% .sit^ Aat 
whkfa was net inwatdljr hronf^lerth in tie^ 
^ the spirit of Go^ «««kiro«ld h«» acting eofii-^ 
traiy to twth» nnd eoidd not be edified tb^^bjr. 
£r««i tfaia mem d %h9 atbjott m ^r^Aw^^U 
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Ibose^wlk) arc «<>t prepared in spirit, to' sfng^ 
Iffltd better be silent. And those who areopen-^ 
^ in spirit,- into the songs of the Lord, lelf 
them sing to the Lord in spirit ;- and not tc 
men, lest they become the instruments of spiri-^ 
tual death to those whom th^Lord has not yet 
given a song;- and who according to his -right* 
eousness, are yet to pass under the just dispen- 
sation of condemnation* Bth'if die whole as-^\ 
sembly were born of the spirit, and each of 
them were in consequence* prepared for the true? 
worship of God; we hate eleswhere said, that* 
Ais does not require the aid of fire buimm voice ;^ 
Ikit being^ an inward and dtvine qnal^atioft* 
known untaGod, because brought forth by Mnr/ 
we- are not semible that it id nrnde^any more* 
accejrtabie,*by being proclaimed otitwardly in^ 
songs to men; Arid if the outward singing* 
does not add to the spiritual virtue of the* 
tfianksgiving or praises, their there-is no advan** 
tage gaimd by it. That singings then, whichi 
is pleasing to the Almightjr, must proceed from- 
that n^ich is pure in the heart, even from tbe^ 
divine^Ufe, and manifbstntion of the spirit; and< 
all tlfi>8e wil}^ nO'doufat^ asv they are moved* 
thereby^ have spiritual scmgis and hymnsj to re^ 
tero^ Hnto ^ £^pd; But we do not fioA^'iai^ 
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tkt Ne*. TetttaoMit^ any thinf^cyvrarruit^M 
na^ 9f iaikiinlmt» of mmic, or artificiaL8ii>g^kl|^ 
kk Ike ivolship of Gk>d ; and beio^ satisfied thai^ 
he/ is anAnajr he worabipped in«pirit, and inP 
truth, we k«re all those outward acts, whicb 
are oft^n attended with danger to the cause of 
aiaaeritjf out of our practice. Accordkig Up 
the usual method.of thote^ who unite with vbqak 
siagjug, a.psahn is ofiEbred to the assembly, and 
then they join in .staging the same. But let 
ia$, for the sake jQf:fur&er u«derstandmg llie' 
siMigect, suppose the following js to be sungz 
^> 1 091 . wearji xWlh .my groaning, all- the night 
wdie i nqr^tettfio swim ; I water my couch witb 
aijp tears.'^* Psal. v'u 6. It roust be evident, 
that Aose o»ly c6ahl sing this psatai, wfaa had 
been lo the .same stete;^ all others would be 
skigiiig that whiefa they had. not kaown. And 
thttf it must be in eyergr instaace, where any 
join in the songs of the faitiilU, who havte.not 
til^raselves been fiutiiiiil. Wo^ therefore, be« 
liove, that as-thie worship we. are called to is of 
dt#iae origital,. there in no miatahe in its ope^ 
lo^ns ; but ail the Utii^> may harmo^ce tor 
g^her in the same qpitit, and worship Gfod^ 
^"^ according aa he. has de^dt, to every- man, the 
ittewBT^ of i^th," iRorn. «xii. 3^. Nor dtf. «• 
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Mkiw tke rcMitduB^ nd Mmnntt to ^ 
«Mi join,. #htle :th«y remain in tlMil gtatv^ i» iSM 
true filiid spiritiiAl Worship. But^ite lat&wt1k€f 
m^f unite their v^^rees^ wlwre an ««ilimr4 lbilrf£ 
#f wiMrfihip i^ enbraeed ; add sacb may eveti 
lh»ppo8e thisy are deitig €k>d servtee* '!Flie ao-^ 
ctety of Frtei^ 9re t^fereforr satisfied mtk tiiek^ 
silent ^d Bpiritaal . maettiigs, and atmndantlf 
prefer tbe» io any finrmal laoda of worship^ 
trtOA is autirardy and not aceording lo tte 
kiNdittglr wd iiiiHiifeirttflknB mi Ae dMM wpitlU 

Ffom wllat haa been saM, t|» readar wlH ell- 
w^TBi Omi we ate by pfe^MBiMi Muid lo Widl 
Hmt Aeeattindi&iBeli<«iarthea^*(7 aaiimt 
fa proceed t^ptaaehiag, pM^nig^ e» tim^ bk 
aar sokaia amelit^^ ctelase -fm are Ibareaftt^ 
led> and^lad in the twt» laet eaiids there itoay 
be muy engaged acea^dfng^o iM^ diie««ni 
tmlaaid f miKls^ e>v^ kitfte MM timi) atid 
Ml the mm ass^ably $ #Mek aitildd aot be tlie 
taea, if afl ware ^mllediajcriiirki.tlie same Mm^ 
eitter^ prayer^ eriofaiiig^. We^^ftereftra 
bdkfre^ that we are eaH#d upe^ to li(dd tqi^ a 
iMtifiiony agaimt aUtbose pet^rmanecs^ in Aa 
iolemn ant (rf^ worship, wMdi are «a^ered upoa 
Ift dM wffl^ wiidon,, and time l^wai,. wdm 
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^ em sjpMlui^f or tfe g*Gqpel dta^easatira ^ 
veU bNsirkg timiit H a aistwiisatioR^ ja wbicb 
tih^ fldbitance it «o b« ^Nfijajrad m Hm ^piril alid 
lifc of tbe d^» Soa^f Gkid ; #he.ia building up 
a bpicitual .diarch, Ibunditd upon hiii& in «U 
tWagfi^ 



OF THE BOI^Tlill^a Of f AIT3K^ 

aj^t^ ti^kt ^ witboiit ftUt^ it is iittpolNrible Ml 
]p)eM» CNldt'* B^t My Ibiili^ yi% &i hdi mean a 
«tHifei«io« t» any pattktilar fbhtt t>f lopitiioiift^ 
lie«alu8e IKkr VonM t^^pbMiM«io4Itt>8(» iAd 8M 
in IMI^ fi^p^<6tfe fept^bM.^ eoiK^^nii^ tte laidt 

•wr << faMk^ dB«Hil4 steftd iii ^ vrii^c^ of tattn, 
but fa tim p&ti^t uf God.** 1 Cor iK 5. 
Tie^foti^5 vrd beU^e, that Ae Ikitb df a trM 
#k$j(]4^ c^ dtriftt^ i« iif a Htia^ ptimipl^y k 
divine iiad Imv^ ftjprttit ; iMbieb lio bmnant 
MMts ^aa b^get in us t but i^rhich j» tbe im-^ 
«k^iat& tiittiilfiblatien #f Ibe «tenml power 
4lt4 Wddi of^ God. Wh6reft»re, we eoneltnte 
With tke aj^le Paul^ «« frith tometh hjt 
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Jtam. X. 17^ Thie.wofd, we beKe^e to be tto 
aatne whteli was in the beginning, which Moee^ 
spoke of, and which Paul adverts to and says, 
^ Is nigh thee, ^even in tby mouthy and in tfajr 
heart. This is tihe word of &ith,. which we 
preach." Rom* x.. &. Tliose,> therefore^ who» 
believe in this inward manifestation of the 
word, and have their spiritual ear open to hear^ 
have come to embrace the proper object o€ 
&ith, wiltiout whibh it^ is impossible to please 
God^ To such^ faith is the evidence of tluiigs 
not seen, the substance of th4ngs hoped for*i 
They are in the ,true ai\d spiritual sertse the 
childr^ of faithful Abraham,, walking by the» 
same rule, and minding the same thing. Thi» 
is that faith by which the elders obtained a, 
good report, and concerning which so much isi 
said in the holy Scriptures. Every one, there-; 
fore^ whosp i^iritual e^r is open to this mani* 
^station of the spirit, or word of faith, is no 
longer trusting to tjie nM^ral undei^tandingi* 
but living subject to the divine mind, and there* 
by overcpming the world. Until we haije come; 
to this living principle^ this light and life of the^ 
spirit, the soul remains subject to the fallen; 
natu];e, and cannot serve God acceptably, or bck 
united; to him. But, we believe that th|s gi^fatl 
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prihciple of faith is offered to all meo, and that 
those of. every description who come to trust 
in it, and be led hy it, will be raised ttom un^ 
:der the dominion of fallen nature, and united 
by feith to the general assembly of the church 
of the first born,' whose names are writtein in 
hjeaven. Wheresoever this living &ith is^ 
there will be the works corresponding with it. 
But a faith that is witt^mt works is not of di* 
vine origin. " Was not Abraham, our fether^ 
justified by works, when he had ofiered his 
«on Isaac, upon the altar i Seest thou haw faith 
wrought with his wprks, and by works was faith 
made perfect." James ii. 21, 22. When the 
soul of man is brought to lean upon this divine 
mapifestation of the spirit, then there is ;no 
longei: a sul^mission to evil, but all the powei3 
of temptation are laid open,* and the transgress- 
ing nature in ms^n is brought- tQ light, and 
judgment is passed upon it. These are they, 
who walk in the spirit, and have no confidence 
in the flesh, and " who are kept by the power 
of God, through faith unto salvation ; ready to 
be revealed m the last time." * 1 Peter i. 5. 
From the foregoing, it will appear that Friends 
consider it possible, for a man to acknowledge 
that he believes in the moral excellency of the 
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dootriAts of the Scriptui*e9, and subscribe fbf» 
inally to many truths of the gospel^ he Biaj 
even fulfil the works of the law, and regard all 
the outward duties of religion, but Mi at last 
to have that faiA by whkh the promise was t^ 
be inherited, and by which the string will rf 
the creature, is kept in subjection to the Crea- 
tor^ For in whomsoever this word of fkiih is 
brought forth, and made the governing princi« 
pte, in such the Will and pride 6f the creaturd 
is brought down ; they net not from motives of 
human kind, nor aife they soliciting human 
approbati<^n : but they seek that honour whidk 
eomes from Oo<l only, and therefore they be- 
lieve, to the saving of the soul. Such do not 
stumble at the cross of Christ, nor conibr wit% 
iesh and blood; but however singular they 
may appear among men, they, like Paul, lire 
^MUMt to tie iMMra^y tision. 
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OF SANCTIFICATION AND JUSTIFICATION* 

It is w'hen we have submitted to the mani^ 
festation of the spirit^ and have. come in eoH- 
seq«ienee to possess the true and living ftiitb^ 
which is before spoken o^ that the society of 
jFriends believe we afe jastified. ^ Be it 
known unto you^ therefore, men and brethren^ 
that through this man^ is preached unto you^ 
the forgiveness of sins ; and by him, all that 
lielieve are ju$tified.'^ Acts xiii. 39, 80^ BiA 
justiicatioii cannot be without sanctification, 
nor saactification wiAout obedience, nor obe^ 
dien^ without fiuth. -Therefore, a» true iaitii 
is always conBec^ed with obedience, ^^ we con«» 
^lude that ^ man is justified by faith, witSiout 
a^ deeds of the Uw:" Rom. iii. 2S. that is, 
whetiier he is acquainted with the put ward oh* 
ligations contained in the law or otherwise^. 
By fiiith in ike law of the spirit, and obedience 
thereunto, he will be so strengthened and in* 
-strueted, as to fulfil the law, and even be jus^ 
Hied by the law, though he act not from an 
oirtward knowledge of it, but from the word of 
fiiith alone. But justification, we have said, 
is BOt without «anctification« The reader will 
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observe, that the two terms are of themselves^ 
when applied to man, not definite ; that is, a 
matt may be sanctified in part, and justified in 
|>art. And we believe that he is only justified 
in the same proportion or degree that he his 
sanctified : consequently, that entire justifica- 
tion must be because of entire sanctification ; 
pud such a state of perfect sanctification, we be«- 
lieve to be an effect produced by perfect obe- 
dience to the manifestation of the spirit of 
Christ. But those who act from a respect to 
<he law, as it is outward, may do so from a 
principle of sel^love, and may obtain the out- 
ward justification of the law, and be highly es- 
teemed among men, and at the same time not 
obtain that justification which is of faith, but 
even be enemies to the cross of Christ, standing 
in the pride of the creature, and in that wisdom 
which is foolishness with God. Therefore the 
apostle has said, '' By the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight" 
Rom. iii. 20, " But being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom also we have access by 
faith into this grace wherein we stand, and re- 
joice in hope of the glory of God.^' Rom. v. 1, 2. 
That is, we are not pos^^d of finy merij of 



Digitized 



by Google 



40 

<Hir own, by which we can come of oursellFes 
to this grace, but are fallen creatures in our 
natural state, without power to make recon- 
ciliation with Grod. And therefore our free- 
dom from the sins that are past, is proposed 
and offered to us by the imputative righteous- 
ness of Christ supplying for us what on Our 
part was lacking, on-t^nditton of our obedience 
to the manifestation of his spirit; but 'in no 
case applied for our benefit, while we continue 
to refuse to walk in his light. I have spokwi 
of sancttiication as going before justification. 
We believe when any one is awakened by the 
power and spirit of Christ and brought to see 
his fallen and sinful state, that there is, if I may 
SlO speak, a provisional justification for him ; by 
which he is introduced so far into the favour of 
the Alnjighty as to receive the opportunity of 
forgiveness of sins that are past, and stand ac- 
quitted from them by the atonement of Christ, 
on condition that he accept the offered dispen- 
sation of repentance ; from which will follow, in 
the progress of the soul in obedience to Christ, 
aanctification, and a consequent justification. 
In this view the apostle places the case. " And 
such were some of you, but ye are washed^ but 
ye ^re sanctified, but ye are justified, in the 
c 
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nuoe oS tlm Lord Jesus, and by ^ spirit ef 
our God." 1 Cor. vi. 11. « For this is the will 
of GoAy evea your sanetifieation^ and that eretf 
bne of you shoidd know how to possess his 
vessel in sanctification and honour." Thes. ir* 
S,4. 



THE l>OCTAINE OF PERFECTIor* 

Tre doctrine of perfectioa appears to me to 
foUbw nmsk in course afler sanctificatton and 
justifi^atiom Friendb believe that a state of 
perfection in this tifb i» enjoined in as positive 
a^ manner as any other obligation whatever. 
*• Be ye therefore perfect^ even as your Father 
which ifr in heaven is perfect" Mat. v. 48. 
If this plaan and positive command of Christ 
be rightly understood, we shall find that it 
must be taken in connexion with other con* 
siderations which lie has communicated. We 
are told, " I am the vine, ye are the branches. 
He that abideth in me and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit ; for without me ye 
can do nothing." We may therefore consider 
the. doctrine of perfection under this figiure; 
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«» thcmgli out Loni bad saw! thit m the ImiUisk 
lof tke rme is perfect, aecorduig to its kind, ia 
ic€si8eq[aeiice of the order of mofntCy hj being 
ia CDonexiQQ witk the tinsy 6# sbo sbiU ]« be 
if jFe abide in me^ But ttfikmi y^ abidis in me, 
tbere h ift yo«r cMe a deflcieit^y aad th^t ottter 
whidi eaif ie |ier6ct ii^bfokea^ in ViUdk f^at^ 
ye cannot be f«rfect 8at tbe peffect hm which 
I ba^e called you iSo^ is enliiwly fo«ttiMe on ray 
prineipk : wad tbw you ifiHist^ beNeve^ if yoa 
t»n belies tkit your Fattfaer #hieh ii in heaven 
i» perfect V yoH bare a proof of hi» perfection 
in all hfs trorks ; and t baVe told you plainly 
that Us the branch and vine are perfect in con* 
sequence of their conneadon, ^ when ye are 
sustained and live in the san^ spirit^ yon will 
he as perfect in your order, as I am in mine, 
fiut as the branch would be imperfect^ and fail 
to bring forth fruit if it abode not in the vine, 
so also yon will foil, if you abide not in me» 
We have suflScient evidence in favour of the 
^doctrine of perfection^ not only from the com- 
itiand of Christ to his disciples, which ought to 
be conclusive, but also from the doctrine which 
was common and held forth in the primitive 
churchv Paul has said, '^^ Howbeit we speak 
wisdom among them that are perfect." 1 Cor. 
eg 
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ii. 6. If the apostle did not believe tbat there 
,W?re those in his day, who had come to this 
state, we cannot suppose the above sentence 
would have been oflfered. But this is fiir from 
being the only case in which the idea of perfec- 
tion is spoken x)f, *^'Be perfect, be- of good 
comfort," &c. 2 Cor, xiiL 11. is mentioned by 
the same apostl^ elsewhere. And again, " Till 
we all come in the unity of Uie faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Spn of Go4, unto, a perfi^t 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ." Eph.iv. 13. "Let us there- 
|bre as many as be perfect, be thjus minded." 
Phil, iii. 15. " Warning every man, and teach- 
ing every man in all wisdom, that we may pre- 
sent every man perfect in Christ Jesus," Col. 
i. 28. And on, this subject the apostle James 
has said, " Let patience have her perfect work, 
that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting no- 
thing," James i. 4. The foregoing evidently 
proves that the doctrine of perfection was not 
only epjoiaed by Christ upon all his followers, 
but also believed in and taught by his faithful 
servants in the primitive church. But whatever* 
may be the objections raised against it at this 
day,, or against the society of Friends for holding 
a up as indispensible,. we cannot believe that 
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Cbrlsf ianity is maintained according to the ful- 
ness of its own obligations by those who reject 
it. Why any should stumble at this profession^ 
it is diflScult to conceive; because, a doubt 'of 
the possibility of perfection, must imply unbelief 
in the all-sufficiency of the means, which God 
in his mercy has offered, for the restoration and 
salvation of man ; since it must be evident that 
we are not io be permitted an inheritance in 
the kingdom- of €rod, unless we are first made 
pure ; doubtleesr that which is pure is perfect, 
and the perfection which is required is alto- 
gether included in the felfifanent of those com-* 
mauds which kre given, and which, as has been 
before advanced, must be possible. If we take 
a view of this doctrine, in relation to the will 
of the Almighty, it must appear that he wills 
our perfect redemptiod, and consequent separa- 
tion from all transgression. This is manifested 
by every mark of his love to his creature man ; 
but in no instance more so than in that of send- 
ing his belovied Son; or as die evangelist Johii 
informs us, <^ &oi so loVed the world that he 
gave his only l)egotten Son, that whosoever be- 
Jieveth in him shotdd not perish, but have ever- 
lasting 1^." John iii. 16. And to the same 
dfect has Paul spokm. ^' He that spared not 
c 3 
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11^6 own Son^ but xieUvertd biia pp fwwdU^ 
how shall he Bot with him «J39 Sfe^j pve uf 
all things/' Rom. miL 38. Many <»tb«r p^i** 
$ag£6 might be uutanced to .shPMf the Iqv& of 
God to man. AiX ihi» mamfertaticm of hi» lovf 
mmt be to. no purpose^ if w-e ace not pat iai|o<f 
capacity to comply with his will, aod thfft Uf 
1¥!11 is that we should he m^e fieftS^ i^opt 
will not be denied ^ a in ^t b e cqing^apri to he a^ 
jbias no 1^^ ^tbori^ tl^n tkft of %ia beLoYO^ 
Son. But the per&ctiw of m^ji, tl^oiigh .it ap»^ 
pear^ to ixs to correspetud with the divine miady 
we ^o not believe is attainable by ^ungr jfower of 
pur own rit is a ^tote which can oafy Jie pro^ 
duced b^ the submission of our wiU ija all ^l^iagt 
to the will of God.. And we believe 1h|^ tJMN^ 
it isnot ip m^, as tran^res^^ and £dkn ere^r 
tures^ tQ come of parselyeato God^ andthu^ tx^ 
submit to bimi yet we doubt not^ that when Igr ^ 
sense of his love ve ate drawn to him} aa4 
tbroMfb t)bi^ atonement pf Jus dear Sq% our siuf 
jj^ fc^Uiven^ b^pause wp h^ve p;^«$»A ^tjifoqgj^ 
jbe di^nsatiqn of xpff^t^nff^p Aat jt is jmf 
siUe to be so allied wlovato G^jas to Mff<^ 
aU improper iovjt&ir x)tther Ql^cts» an4 tbus^ 
kn9^ a ^i^iinpb by t^e pqw^ of his.apirit ^iw 
thet^a^ro^agmture, TJbarq£<^w«b9^«i# 
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HHit tie 86nl8 of tkese are «o sepnrated fk^m 
idvcry hBen hifliiente as to stasd in tke perfect 
ohccliQiice of Christ. Tlmt li^y are united as 
Ibnifiebes to lita. Hie tr«e and Uviag vine^ anil .- 

purtake of that f&rSsct natuve wtncb^jthe ^fy^^^^y^ 
Go4 viU approve and accept. Such know al» 
JPaitl tea said, '^ ¥e lave not received the ^rit 
tifbdtwky again to ffai^ fcut ye have recjeived 
the 9fkAi of adoption, whereby we cry Abba^ 
Father. Tke ^irit itself beai^tk witness witk 
mor ^pirfty that we are tke chOAren of God.'* 
BoQu iriii. 15. W. Being tfans begotten anew 
hy tke power of Gtod, t^Kry are perftct children 
0f tke light and of the day, in whom, through 
ebadisiioe to Ae wiH of their h^venly Father^ 
fietory is gaiwd tfwt all the powers of darioiess^ 



Iir relatiah io Ais suigect, we resort, as in 
^ether eases, #o the dDd:riise of the Scriptmresw 
Our belief in them, I \mem already said, is e(m# 
finned by the eoncnrrent evidence of the Sj^rit 
of Tratli ; iHltiout whidi i^ apprehend no one 
wa <mI ^ 4Me keUeyet, 4tiai only hd to a tva*^ 
C4 
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djttonal and implicit belief. Ooncerning re^ 
wards and punishments, it is very clear that 
the Saviour of men has taught this doctrine; 
and with it may be connected the belief of im- 
mortality, and the resurrection both of the just 
and the unjust.. " Arid befivre him shall b^ 
gathered all nations, and he shall separate thenk 
9ne from another, as a shepherd diyideth bi« 
sheep from the goats. ^ And he sbalLset the 
sheep on his right hand, but ihe^okta on hit 
left. Then shall the King say to. them on bis 
right band, corae ye blessed of. my Father, in*, 
berit the kiogdoasi prepared fdr you from the 
foundation of the world. For'I.wAS an hun* 
geied find ye ^ave me meat, I #a8 thirsty and 
ye gave me drink, I was a ftiianger and ye took, 
me in ; naked, and ye clothed me ; I was sick 
and ye visited me, I jfi^.ixL prison and ye came 
unto me. Then shall the righteous answer him^ 
saying. Lord,, when saw we thee an Ifungered 
and fed thee? or thirsty and gave thee drink? 
when saw we thee a stranger and took thee In, 
or naked and xlothed thee ? or when «aw wc», 
thee slqk, or in prison, and came unto thee i 
And the King shall answer, and say unto them>^ 
inasmuch a6 ye have done it unt<x one of ihe 
least of these my bretbrep; y^lbftvft ^m^ itwto 
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ne. Then shall he say also unto them on his 
left hand, dej^art from me, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire, prepared for the Devil and hid 
angels." Mat. xxv. 32 to i2. Many other j^ 
sages might bte taken to prove that rewarda and 
punishments are the manifest doctrines of desus 
Christ, and as certainly as we believe him to 
beth£ Son of God, the Lord from heaven, a 
quickening Spirit, the judge of quick and dead, 
so certainly we profess to believe in and teach 
this doctrine. But to know the terrors of the 
Lord for sin, to be humbled linder the power 
of his mighty hand, and really to experience 
the weight of the dispensation of condfemnation^ 
is the most effectual coHvincement, that the 
transgressor is absolutely and ^positively sepa* 
rated from the love and favour of his Lord ; 
and we believe that this has been the humbling 
di^penssition by which many have been brought 
to believe in the doctrine of rewards and punish- 
ments ; and to be awfully convinced that if the 
soul departed out of time in this dark and des- 
perate state, it would be without any qualifi* 
cation for happiness. But though we are satis-^ 
fied, according to the Scriptures, that if we die 
in our sins, where our Lord is we cannot come, 
jet we are also satisfied that his tender mercy 
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Mmis long for transgressing mort^, wd bi^ 
calls of kindness are in many ways conumi-^ 
nicated t^ tbem^ to repent, return and live« 
B^t if aH these are rejected^ and Bien harden 
^e heart and stiffen the neck, and will none of 
his r^oof, then the awful moment we believe 
will come when it will be said, ^^ depart froH^ 
me, ye workers of iniquity; and let him thai 
is filthy, be filthy still." Whilst I have been, 
stating the doctrine of Christianity, and the 
l^rpfession of the society on this very serious 
subject, my soul, is moved within me by a re*^ 
^ewed remembrance of the wormwood and the 
gall; \>f a fresh s^nse of the a^vful impressioq 
HFhich I have ex|>erienced under the ri^htepua 
j[uc]gments of God, for the sins of my youth* 
And though it may be a d^gres^n from the 
subject, I will here express the tei^ler solici- 
tude i feel, that none may quench the spirit, 
or evade the holy discipline of the cross of 
Christ ; l^st they finally fall, never to rise a^aia 
into the {urivilege of salvation, I have before 
stated, that with the dpctrine of rewards and 
punishments is connected that of the immor« 
tality of the soult and the resurrection both c^ 
the just and the Ufljust Such i^ resurrection 
the society of Friends believe in^ .accprdjog t^ 
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Urn B^iptarta*^ I ime <ift«t oiMnreUM ivi^ 
iay dtaeiiBsion or gprtnnvd . of diipnte flhottld 
^xist ii|KMi ttiis inhgect ; ind 7«l ii ^ one 
about which much has been said* . Hbwb kls^ 
we resort to the doctrine of the Scriptures, 
and are satisfied with wbat-we apprehend they 
teach in the ease. Paul has said on thia sub* 
ject, ^^ There are also pele^ti^l bodies, and 
bodies terrestrial, but the glory of the celestial 
is oae, $sd ti^e,g\Qty i>f the '^mmr^trial j^ mio* 
iken Tbtri^ ^ 9m ^tf ^ tb^ o«n^ a«4 ao^-i 
tber |fl<Nry ^ ifa^ ukkvi^ imd flAOtheir |^Fy tif 
the «t9i« ; f^ ^«^ stair diflorelb from anodwr 
star JA glory, bo Mse is tii^ redfrrectiM ^(ih^ 
dead. It is sown in conruption^ ii is n^ssd im 
iacomipticHi* it is : sowa 4a dishoaour, it i9 
raisfd in glorjr. It y^ sovm in weatme^Si it.i# 
fftised in p^wer* )t is soirn a natoind hbAyp 
it is misfd a spkilaal kody.^ 1 Cor. kv. 4Xk 
ie 4& ilnd again, in t^ same^ftapter, ^ Now 
this I sey, hMihrsa, Umi Utik avd blaod <mnnoi 
iBherit ike Uiagioim of God ; aekher doth oor^ 
nij^ioii inherit iacoiwf tiw." S6. ilad again^ 
^ For tUs «ixmip4iMe nast i^t aa iacomiq^ 
tioa, aftd tfak maHid taast put oa innortality.^ 
B3p 54. One aiore passage I shall offer froitt 
the 8eripHurt8 m Hub wbjeet^ and aftenmtda 
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shall the dost return to the earth as it was, and 
the spirit shall return unto God who gav^ it.^" 
Eccl. xii. 7. . 



DAYS AND TIMES. 

- It is the practice of Friends to ^fMdte wiA 
oflier ptt)f6SSors of Christianity in setting apart 
toe day in seven for the purpose of divine 
worship ; and they have no doubt of the pro-^ 
pfiety of it. Under the legal dispensation tre 
observe that it was a divine ordinance,* and 
that the Jews were strictly enjoined to regard 
it. But when the Messiah came, it is very 
evident that he had a view to excite new and 
more important consideriitidns about the ob* 
servance of days : and finding the Phaiia^s 
lind others very particulai^, and even supersti- 
tious on this subject, he saw occasion frequent- 
ly to put them upon trial; the first drcum- 
stance I shall notice of this, is the following. 
<^ And it came to pass that he went throu^ 
the corn fields on the Sabbath day, and his dis- 
ciple9 began as $hey went to pluck tbi^ ears of 
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eorn.*' This circuuistanee it appears did not 
escape the notice of the Pharisees, who there- 
upon immediately were wilKng to find fault 
with them, and put them in mind of the law* 
^* Behold, why do thy disciples on the Sabbath 
day that which is not lawful." -Whereupon 
they' were informed, " The Sabbath was made 
for iqan, and not man for the Sabbath. There- 
fore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sab- 
bath.'* Mark ii. 23,' 24, 27, 28. And as the 
Stevieur did not join the Pharisees in a rebiike 
of his disci[^es, we may fairly infer that he had 
an objection to a superstitious observance o^ 
days and times. .^^ One man esteemeth one 
day above another, another esteemeth every 
day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded 
in his ow'n mind. He that regardeth the day,* 
regardetfa it unto the Lord^ 'and he that re- 
gardeth not the day, to the' Lord he doth not 
regard it." Rom. xiv. 5, 6. Such we observe 
was the liberality of that eminent minister of 
Christ, the apostle P^ul, on the subject of days 
and times; but I do not ihean from thence to 
kifer that he^ was opposed to the devotion of a 
day tp sacred purposes. It is doubtless ex- 
pedient for the professors of Christianity to 
separate ^mselves at least one day in seven 
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from worldly busineya* Yet t^t he who ccf ^ 
ated time mad^ it all eqiiaUy good, and tbat 
tbe l>are formal cesaatioii Irom labour on tbe . 
first day of the week, though ouiwardlj ex* 
pedient, and even^ an accommodation in civil 
societji is by •no means sufficient ; and there* 
fore nnles$ we regard ^e day to the Lor^, we 
do not regard it. He that seardieth the hearty 
and trieth the reinsi, and sheweth i^to meo^ 
lirhat their thougMs w^y h often more dis^ 
lionoored on that day than in all the pther 
4ay6 of the week. But as I have before ob-^ 
8erved| I am satisfied there h no [mrtievlfMr 
holiness attached to one day more than ane^^ 
ther; yet if we were to lay aside tiie practice 
€)f settipg apart one day in sevep^ w} donbt 
the cause of religion would suffer by it» The 
society thenefore, although they do not believa 
that one diy has any sacred preference to anOi% 
ther, have n^vet departed from Hk^ practice oT 
other professors in regfurd to the imt d»y of 
the vreek. As it respects days and times apt 
pointed fi>r prayers^ ^.^^t ^^- though they 
believe that the Christian should live m th^ 
spirit of prayer^ they cannot make ai^int% 
ments for this puipose^ or join iii^ith those wha 
4o* Nor hove they ccmsecrated dp^ in j^ve* 



Digitized 



by Google 



6S 

renca to any particular occasion or person? 
lyell knowing that it is not the devotion ofpar* 
ticular times, but the obedience of the whole 
beart to the wiU of God,, whijh Ghri^tianitj 
calls for; and that not one, but levery day that 
a gracious Creator may grant to them. It ap« 
pears that Paul was afraid of some of the time-*^ 
aervers in his day ; " But now ,aiter that ye 
have known God, or rather are known of God^ 
how turn ye again to the weak a^d beggarly 
elements, wbereunto ye defaire ugain to be ii» 
bondage. I am 9&M of yoot l^st I have bo« 
stowed upon you labour in vAin. Ye observe^ 
di^s, and months, and times^ find years«^ Gal 
iv. 9, K), U. 



WA9ER BAPTMM. 

FiiiBNns do not believe that water be]^i8ni,t 
nnder any of the forms of adwiniitrati^i a<^ 
dopted by the various professora of Christianityi 
is ei\joined by any thing said upon the su)^|ect 
in the Scriptures i^ truOu But because they 
have rejected it, and held that it bel^uiiged to a 
dispensation igteiw to tlw Gospel, some have 
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been so uncharitable as to deny that they were 
Christians. When I have taken a serious view 
of the doctrine of water baptism/ and admitted^ 
for the sake of examination, that it was neces- 
sary, I have always stumbled at the conse- 
quences which must connect with such a belief. 
If, for instance, we say that a soul eannot be 
saved unless the body of the person is dipped 
in water, or sprinkled by another, that the con- 
sequence must be, that the grace* of God, cfr 
manifestation of the spirit, is not a sufficient 
means for salvation ; that ev'en the Almighty 
cannot perfect the salvation of roan^ without 
the aid of one of his creatures to sprinkle or 
dip the person to be saved. This I could never 
admit, and yet it must be admitted, if there is 
no salvation without. Btit* there is, and has 
been salvation without it : for no one can be-^ 
lieve that the innuii)erable cpno^any which no 
man could number, of ail nations, and kin- 
dred^,, and people, and tongues, which stood 
before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, &c. were all baptized with 
water; yet if one of them was saved without, 
then salvation is possible without water bap* 
tism. But it is even probable that water bap* 
tism was nott op mueb as beardaClijf many. of. 
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HH^tti. The foregoing considerations on the 
subject n^ere sufficient to satify me that this 
baptism was not a divine ordinance, intended^ 
to^ be necessary, or entailerl upon the cburdi of 
Christ. But lest however it should be thought 
that this is not a sufficient enquiry into the 
sut^ct, I will pursue it further. John the 
Baptist was sent to baptize with water untd 
repentance. But it does not appear to us that 
his dispensation or service ever extended to 
the opening of the mjsteries of the kingdom of 
Ghrist : this, we believe remained to be sepa- 
rately reserved as the work of the spirit. And 
we apprehend we are authorized to hold this 
belirf, because there is no evidence that any 
after John were commanded to practise the bap** 
tisat of water. We find no proof that the mu 
niitralion of John ihe Baptist was to be con* 
tiitaed in the Christiaii churdi. And we doubt 
not but that every soul which is brought undet 
the baptism of the spirit of Christ, and abides 
Ae refioing q>erat^ of it, iriU be saved whe- 
thev baptized widi water or sot ; and therefore 
we briieve that the only baptism which is sav- 
ing, IB the baptism of the spirit. . Those who 
think otherwise, and can reconcile all the con* 
leqiimoesitftlMt.vatery.faqptiam^ must be left 
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until ifatj may b# fkveured to Me Aeir imjr 
out of It. It 16 bowe^er <toii9tU^ that iHmi 
Ihe/ baf e AilfiUed this iarmy they msty not Mt 
dfOWQ contented, and suppose the work oS tbe 
MHil's s^lvatioD is accoajpUshed. For tbis I 
Mieve is it oonsequeacn wbieh is very Uable ta 
attend aU those who are dweUing on the fattV 
ment ^o«tw)»i[d ordiaaQces; and snch afipear^ 
to have been the ja%«ient of tbe apostle PanL 
^ BiK nowt after that ye have known God, or 
rafter are known of Oed, how tnrivjpe la^gaim to 
tbe weak and begs^y ^eaewnts, wbereuato ye 
desire again to be in bmidage. Ye obserre 
days, and months, and times, and years. I aai 
aftmid of yoo, lest i have bestowed upon yon 
kbnnr in vain. GaL iv. 9, 10, li. I mig^ 
add aHUff othw passages i^m the Seriptaaes^ 
to shew that, a dependenoe ajpnn ontwnrd 
aaaansibraaKatieii was diaapprofed of by tbe 
iiilbfiiL 

In order bmm AiUy to atate tke ground on 
whieh the society of Frienda rdnae to own 
water baptism, I may observe, ftat a main pil# 
lar in tbe profession of Friinids, is that the 
graoe of Bad, whidi has appealed unto all 
men^ is aU-adbMst for aahatiom B«t if 
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teptiam be JacUipcmifale, tftei fa Ifcxr 

«r mrtffiMtmtwm of Ike spirit not mS^ 

L: umk k o^§rfat to be smd tbat bj He 

teptMBi el* witer^ aad tte gift of tbe holj 

•ptrii, H^n onljr md be M^ed ; and diat tiioiigli 

a Aoul eKperienoe tke refirm^^ poorer of tfa^ 

Impdm ef the Bofy Ghost, yet mdessj^^^ 

esfpemace tfce kifluenee of jr»^ *«ptiw% 

Abere is m salvation |x>s0|N<< Sfcoi^ ilie lat- 

4nr be imislttd wpfj-Ttt vUl *e amMMfy to 

99smt t# Ae Ji*«:^^9^twM ftr preo£ BbI thmnfh 

Johm bafidaai witb ivaler unito repenteiiKe^ ^Mi 

do Bot fiiid lint he Jias ia oae swtaace Mdi>o«t 

tint b» lfli|itifiai im& tuSatent ; bai lie pDinto 

to Cbrbt, aB tbe alL-sufficieni baptianr. And 

•t appears fliat for tiiia ^end Jie laaa taiaad mp 

and quaUfied; not as the aikqcates for nater 

baptasas maffmey to estatteh aa outward or* 

dioaDca in tbe Cfaridian cbtardi ; bat to psaat 

to h«ii9 in wbdm the Mne&s of the Godhead 

dvekbodity. Aad^uakei8cpdBdaofbj4a 

pMpbetfi ^^itemiae of Urn that opktti » Aa 

wMarnessy pnpan je the imy of die Jjatd^ 

nak^ 8tia%ht la the desert a higklmy Sut oof 

QiA'' laiioh xL £. To this end be eame^ 

tumtog tbe Jaws from tbcsr desert - aad wilder* 

p«iafltaieto4;b9st^ifaeSBp<tfeod. iV^fP^^ 
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pbe'das, in this summary of the character and 
mission of John the Baptist, held up no system 
to he established by him ; neither has he shewii 
any connexion in the mission of this prophet 
and Christ; but simply that the former was a 
preparatory messenger to the Jews; a kind of. 
pi!tH^,.(] witness which a merciful God con* 
descended 4o give them of the Messiah: that 
as they were tdbHj the same prophet that 
Christ should come, so tw^y might have in eri- 
dence his forerunner to prepare, them, to let go 
their confidence in the desert and wilderness 
pf ceremony, and be by him turned to Chriiit^ 
the Lamb of God, who only can take away the 
«in 4)f the world. To this end we believe John 
the fiaptist came. The prophet Malachi has 
spoken of him more paiticularly by name* 
^< Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet, 
bdi^e the coming of the great and dreadfol 
day of the Lord." Mai. iv. 5. But n^her 
does he attribute to him the authority to set up 
or establish any system «r orc&iailoe in Ihe 
church, or clothe this forerunner with pcHver 
to administer ai^ part of tte means of salt 
vation ; and the evangelist Luke, who refers to 
this prophet, esqplains this Elijah ta mean a 
aiessenger in the qiirit an4 power of £liM; 
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the same that the Jews expected, and ought, 
upon their own principles, to have received, 
in evidence to the fulfilment of the prophecy 
concerning Christ; but neither has the evan- 
gelist given him any 9ffice in the churcb, but 
considered him simply in the light of a witness 
to tl^e Messiah; ^nd Luke professes to state , 
the declaration of the ai^el Gabriel to Zacha- 
rias, concerning the mission or service of this 
forerunner of Christ. ^^ And many of the 
children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord 
their God ;. and he shall go before him in the 
spirit and power of Elia^', to turn the hearts of 
the fiithers to the children, and the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord." Luke 1. 16, 17. 
Now, inasmuch as he was to go before, aad be, 
as the evangelist John has said, " a witness, to 
bear witness of the light, that all men through 
him might believe. He was not that light, but 
was sent to bear witness of that light. That 
was the true light, that lighteth every man that 
cpmeth into the world." John i. 7, 8, 9. we 
cannot infer from thence, or from all the tes- 
timony combined, . that his office was to es« 
tablish any system, or enjoin any ordinances, 
upoa those who might believe his testimonyj 
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But be wblb deartj a mesBeiiger tinier tk^ lafW^ 
p<ihitHig to the Jew9> and infbmring them of 
tt mere glorious dispensation, abmit to h^ 
dskered i«v Atcofdingiy vre find ffiat when 
Ibey sent messengiefs to Um, sayin?, " ^^JF 
baptizest tboa, tlten^ ifthoa be not that C&iist^ 
hor Efias, neither Aat proplet;'*^ he itiHn^* 
dktely informs Aem of Christ, 8^ifl?> ^^ I bdp* 
fi«e with water, btii thei^ ft^nA&Hk one amon^ 
yon, whom ye know not tfe it is, who com*^ 
ing after me, is preferred before me 5 whoser 
^hoes^ latchet I am not worthy Id unlooBe.'* 
John u S5, He, 37, S9. And die next day he 
informs them again of Jesus, and ealls their 
attention, saying, ^^ Behold the liamb of God, 
which tafteth away the sin of the worlds This 
18 he of whom I said, after ine eometh a man 
which is preferred before me, for he was before 
rae. And I knew him not, but that he should 
be made manffest to Israel, therefore am I 
come baptfeing with water.'^ As this was the 
end to be answered by the ministry of John^ 
so we believe that in foMHing his office, ho 
very fitly had recourse to water baptism in 
order to instruct those among whom he was 
sent, that they might know diat in like manner 
as by his baptism) the body was immersed in 
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f ^m^^ m should the sotils 6f «ien bd (SppeA 
or immersed iiit<y the spirit of Christ, by that 
baptism of the Hojfy Ghost of which he spake, 
alIudi>Eig to Christ) ^ Who^ fen is in his hand^ 
and he will IhoToiiigUy pwge his floor) and 
leather his wheat into his garner.'^ Matt iti< 
11) 12. Thus we understand tMs messenger 
lo the- JRewS) nor does it appear that he evei^. 
aimed at any other purpose b^ his ministry 
and baptkm« Therefor^ we belieTe that the 
%fbte of wat^ baptism, as a Jewish ceremonj) 
designed ontwmrdlj to repi^sent a more efieo 
tued and saving bi^sm, ended aa to its ia*^ 
flaence and purpose^ when Christ, the great 
and qpiritiml baptiaer of hratrne belierers) 
came. This s^ppearg to us ti^ true stote of the 
case. Bujt it may be satd, if wa^ baptism was 
not intended as an ordinance, why did the Sa^* 
Tkmr of the world go to Jbhn to be baptized ? 
to ^is we answer, that he knew John was his 
forerunner, the same of whom the prophets 
had sp€>ken : and therefore if he had not given 
iiis baptism countenmice) his own dtsci^s 
might have been left in some.doubte, as well 
as probably some of the Jews, who expected 
that Eliias mioet first come ;. and not only s^ 
but in the act of subatttting htmaelf to that 
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fbinistration, he gave evidenced to the dime 
origin of the call of John to that particular 
service. He in like manner fulfilled the or- 
dinances of the Jews ; as in the instance of his 
submission to circumcision; and therefore he 
said, when John hesitated about administering 
his baptism, ^^ suffer it to be so now, for thus 
it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness." It 
is proper, even though thy mission has but a 
temporary existence, that as it was a measure 
appointed for its proper uses, I sliould give it 
my countenance, a« 1 have done every other 
dispensation of divine appointment. But that 
those outward and typical dispensations were 
not to remain, we apprehend, may be gathered 
by his own testimony afterward: for though 
he informed his disciples that John, who we 
have already said, was his immediate forerun- 
iier, was the greatest prophet born of a woman, 
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven was 
greater than he. And it is remarkable, that at 
the time when some of his disciples saw his 
transfiguration upon the mount, and Moses, 
the representative of the Jewish law, and Elias 
talking with him, that both these passed away, 
but Jesus remained; and at that time was 
heard a voice from heaven informing them, 
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tliat " this is my beloved Son, hear ye him," 
which to us appears no less than saying, that 
though for wise purposes you have had the 
dispensation of the law, and also that of John 
the Baptist, yet now these having been as" 
schoolmasters to bring to mj beloved Son, yoi\ 
are to lean only upon him. But the disciples 
remembering ihe prophecy concerning Elias, 
queried of Christ, '' but how aaj the Jews that 
Elias must first come ? '* he then informed 
them that Elias had already come, and they 
had done to him as they listed. By which his 
disciples knew that he spake of John the Bap- 
tist. Wlierefore we infer that the Saviour of 
men, having led his creation through different 
administrations, and opened the way to comei 
to him, the all-sufficient means of salvation, 
has now completely blotted out the hand writ- 
ing of ordinances, and given a free and fuU 
opportunity to enter the last and highest dis- 
pensation. And his pleasure, we believe, is 
that no outivide means of dependence should, 
detach the spiritual members of liis church 
from loaning upon and ibllo>ving him. He 
even drew the disciples off fiom renting upou 
his person, that they might come to receive . 
:an'J live -in his spirit. It is, says lie, expedient 

D 
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for you that I go away, for if I go not awaj^^ 
the Comforter will not come. As though he 
bad said, if I remain with you, ye wijl not be 
the spiritual followers that I design you to be, 
you will still lean upon my outward testimony 
and instructions ; but if I go away, I will pray 
the Father, |ind he will send you another Com- 
forter, even the Spirit of Truth, and he shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things to 
your remembrance. ^^ But the anointing which 
ye have received of him, abideth in you, and 
ye need not that any man teach you, but as the 
same anointing teacheth you of all things, and 
is truth iid no lie." John ii. 26, 27. This is 
the end of a ' outward religion. It is neither 
the law of Moses, the baptism of John, nor any 
thing less than the Gospel of Christ, which is . 
the power of God unto salvation to all them 
that believe. The reader may observe, that 
having given a particular account of the end 
for which John the Baptist appears to have 
been sent into the world, and noticed that he 
wa5 not designed to be the founder of a sys- 
tem, but merely a witness^ and minister to the 
Jews, I have omitted saying any thing about 
the practice of the disciples in regard to water 
baptism, apprehending it would not be neces- 
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^pnry* But before I wholly leave the subject,- 
I irill add, that -when Christ commissioned his 
disciples to go teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holj 
6h6st, as water is not mentioned in the charge^, 
we infer that it was not meant; but that he 
who sent them to preach in his name, Would be 
with them in spirit always, even to the end of 
the world. And having his spirit and power 
with them, they should^ by its influence, bap- 
tize into the divine nature, those who were 
willing to receive their testimony. This we 
consider to be the only saving baptism, not the 
patting away the filth of the flesh, but the 
answer of a good c(Hiscience towards God. 

Having now closed the remarks upon the 
subject of water baptism, I wHl just inform the 
reader, that in going through this point of^con- 
troversial doctrine, I have apprehended the evi- 
dences brought into view are so far conclusive, 
and so fully manifest that the religion of Christi- 
anity is not entangled with Jewish ceremony 
that not much is necessary to be remarked upon 
the profession of others concerning the com- ^ 
munion and outward partaking of bread and 
wine, in commemoration of the Lord's supi)er* 
i>2 
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Very little, therefore, will be said t)ri that sub- 
ject. 



OK THE COMMUNION ; OR CEREMONY OP T«B 
lord's StTPPEU. 

The societj of Friends believe,' that the 
communion of Christ is not an outward par- 
taking of bread%and wine, but an union of spirit 
with God. This they believe to be attainable, 
and have no doubt is offered to all : and being 
satisfied that the kingdom is within, that it does 
not consist in meats aad in drinks, but in right- 
ijousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost, 
we are concerned to draw the attention of all 
from those outward and formal acts, to that 
which is spiritual; that they may open to him, 
who has long stood knocking, and waiting for 
^n entrance; and then they will experience 
the fulfilment of the promise, that he will come > 
in and sup with them, and they with him.'* 
Rev. iii. 20. -Under those views of the heavenly 
union, which we believe may be attained, our 
^ attention is directed to a divine and spiritual 
comniunion; this we are satisfied cannot be 
supplied by any outward ordinance to which 
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' fnte have recourse in iheir own will aikl timQ ; 
and .the prophane ipay partake thereof^ as well 
as . the professor. We therefore look for, a^d 
at.tiiAes eojojr, .the inv^ard and 9piidtiif|l .brea^,^ 
which only can nourish the soul up into eternal 
life; and have no confidence in any of those 
outward ordinances. We desire not to speak 
harshly of those fellow professors of Christi- 
anity, who believe in the necessity to perpetu- 
tKe the oati^hBird sign ; but leave* them where 
they .may apprehend their duty leads tUem. 
Mut as vre ai^e satisfied that the osly strengtb, 
•nourishmeDt, and c(Hi8olation, of the dedicMed 
disciple of Christ imist be the light and aid of 
'his holy spirit, .we wish not, by any outward 
act, to produce a dependence apdn pmy ottM^ 
means, therefore, althoag^ we do not jwi 
with Qlibers iaijbe oatward sign, we fire never- 
theless tcmcemed that all many cbme to .the liv- 
ing and eternal, substaotee; and iatfiat,«kjviw 
for. thesuadves^ the whole man 1«^|(ht into 
lMibje<^on, and the .will of Gq4 ta f olfiUed ii 
wd upon them, that they may really partake 
of the new .wine, of the kingdom, and no loiig^ 
remain in the olctand &Ueu nature, but in tibe 
Bftw and spiritual life,, wfaece the spiritual meat 
and^nk may be.ceoeiv^d, and where the life 
nS 
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• 0f Christ becomes their life. Then stall they 
partake spiritually of his body and hiB blood, 
and sit at his heavenly communion taUe, in 
the unity of the qpirit, which is the bend at 
peace. 



OF OATHS. 

The society of Friends ore of (pinion tfaal 
•swearing is opt only unreasonable in itself, tot 
tcontrary to the positive commaiid of Christ, 
juid in na instance ought to be submitted lo 
by these who profess to be Chrislians. ^ Y« 
Slave heard tl[iat it hath been said by them of 
-old time^ thou sfaalt aot hnrngut thjiself, but 
«ha}t perform muto the Lord dine ottts* But 
1 say unto jou, swear nataii^ M^Oer hf 
beaven, for it is Gbd's throne; an hy iht 
)earth, mt It is his footstool. Ne^ier by Jeru* 
*alms,for&is.tbecity ofthegseatlaBg. Nei* 
iher shalt thmi swear by thyhead, boMuise Ibou 
eanst uot make one bmr wbkew blacks But 
let your communioation be yea, yea, nay, nay^ 
ibr whalsofver ia more than these, eometb of 
eviL" Mat. v. 33 to 3B. The apeatle Jamss 
appeals to have veif ibUy adapted the coui^tsl 
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of his divine master, and to believe it right td 
^!ve his testimony against swearing. *' But 
above all things, mj brethren, swear not, nei- 
ther by heaven, neither by the earth, neither 
ty any other oath ; but let your yea be yea, 
and your nay, nay, lest ye fell into temptation.*' 
Taking this general view of the antichristian 
practice of* swearing, the society of Friends 
bear their testimony againistit, and believe that, 
among Christians, it ought to be abolished* 

It Would require a considerable history, were 
1 to^give a Aitl account of the many suflfisrings 
which our predecessors have passed tlurough, 
because tbey refused to take oaths : and eer* 
tidnly it is a jpractice which ought to be seri- 
6usly considered by every man; and more 
especially i|.|p professes any claim to the cha- 
racter of a Christian. Because there is no 
point of duty enjoined by the Saviour of the 
world, more clearly stated than this^ to refrain 
from swearing. Nor do I know of any practice 
HI civil government, so inconsistent with the 
▼ery end^ to be answered by it. But lest we 
should be thought to start a new doctrine in 
regard to oaths; it may be useful to shew that 
an objectioii against the oiuse and practice of 
])4 
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ffwparing, was made by others. Poljbius has 
said *^ the use of oaths in judgment was rare 
among the ancients; but, by the growing of 
porfidiousness, so grew also the use qf oaths." 
feasil the Great saith, '^ swearing is th^ eflFect 
^Jsln." And Ambrose, that ^^ oaths are only 
a condescendency for defect." Chryspstoro 
j-ulth, that " an oath entered when evil grew^ 
when men exercised their frauds, when all 
foundations were overturned. That oaths took 
their beginning from the want of truth." And 
again, ^* for wh^t end wilt thou force him to 
swear, whom thou believest not that he will 
speak the truth." Man^ others might be men- 
tioned, to shew, that swearing has been con- 
demned by others, as well as Friends. But if 
no one had come to o^vn this do^'ine of Christy 
from the time that he delivered iLyntil now, it 
would even in that case be prop^that a Chris- 
tian society, in conformity to his express com- 
xuands, should refuse to swear. Having stated 
(he foregoing, I will refer the reader to Barclay's 
Apology, . where he will find this particular 
treated upon at larg« : and wher^, I am of the 
opinion, all the reasons for swearing, or in 
fevour of it, are fully and clearly refuted* 
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OIF WAR. 

Tii^B society of Friend^ believe that all wjara^ 
and fightings, whether offensive or defensive, 
are contrary to the p^iceable spirit of Christs 
and therefore riot lawful for Christians^ Jf 
a religion which has for its object ;the redcmp^ 
tion of fallen man fFom under the dominion of 
corrupt passions and dispositions, did not for- 
bid wars and fightings, if it ooidd even suppose 
a case, either national or individnal, whick^ 
cpuld not be settled among its followei^ wit]»- 
out an appeal to arms, 'such a religtoo, in the 
opinion of Friends, would be unworthy of the 
name of Christ. A main pillar in ihe^ gospd 
is the spirit of non'-resistance : without thw 
fifHrit, the wli^)le ground of Christianity would 
be lost: a principle t^hich calls upon its foB- 
Jowers to love enemies, to forgive- ii^uries^. 
and when we are smitten upon one cheek, to- 
turn the other also. The SaTiourt)f the world 
«Kd not only deliver such precepts, he also con- 
' firmed them by his example i beeause,. though 
Jae had all power ia heaven and in earthy^ yet 
lie submitted to ^ the unrighteous decision of* 
ih£i, Jews^ and bari^ without resistance tp^te ^ 
b4 
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paikd to the cross ; setting us an example that 
we should follow his footsteps. We therefore 
believe that he has not left his followers at 
liberty to enter the field of blood and de- 
struction.^ That we are to endure^ with un- 
conquerable pi^ience, anid leave our cause to 
the decision of a righteous judge. Praying* for 
those who may thus injure us^ after his blessed 
example^ when suffering upon Hke tree, ^^ Father 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.** 
But we are told, if this he the duty of Ghristi- 
ans, if they are in no cMe to defend themselves 
^^inst an enemy, not only nations, but indi^- 
viduals, would tran^ple upon the right of ea<;h 
otiier. This is sayings in substance,, that 
Christianity, if it does not allow of wars,, will 
be a religion not suitable for man,, and coiise«* ' 
..>quently ought to be rejected. Those who reft* 
son thusf, are not to be spoken to as Christians : 
,if they are spdsen to on the subject, it must be 
without any clakn on their part to Clur^tiapity ;. 
and with mehf the author has no prospect oT 
reascming heare. But aU those who lay dbim t»^ 
the Chriati^ religion, he coiicdves^ must be- 
lieve dn^t wars imd fightings are coi^rary to 
tile s{Hrit of Christ, wha luis infem^ its> ^ My 
kmgdfEiKi li not of this w(^d^ ^.py kin^dfW 
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were of tiiis worlds then would rajr servanti 
6ght.^ John xviii. 36. I am aware that many 
just ob6enratioi» aiid reasonings have alreadj 
appeared against wsdrs and fightings; and it^ 
tiierefore does not seem necessary to say much 
upon the sub|ect* But when I consider the 
warlike measures which singularljr engage the 
councils of nations^ and the dependence which 
seems ever? where placed upon humattforce^. 
and contrast this with what Christianity call^ 
for, I am convinced that much more is necessary^ 
to be done, before thi» dark eloud will be re* 
moved from the professors of Chrisiiamty* I 
tee no reason to expect its removal,, until men 
shall weary themselves with thekr own deceiv* 
ingSb The probability is^ that there will be 
wars and rumours of warsy and that,, in a natio- . 
nal point of view, the end j^ not yet^ But i 
believe theve are some ii^ most countries,, who 
are redeemed ftom the ^irit of war, and I 
doubt not there are those who will siid}mit to 
- suffer any persecution that thegoverrunents of 
this world, in the darkness of humam policy, 
may iubftict upon them, rather tha» stain their 
hands ia human blood. I tViel concerned, while 
writing upoothis important tpstimony, fjiat tJie 
rejigiousv society erf whidi I am a Bft^oober; uAy 
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look well to its conduct in all respects on this 
object. ' My fears have been, that many are ihT 
cbnger of departing from the true ground of 
this testimony. Those only will stand, in a 
time of trial, who have placed their confidence^ 
in the all-sufficient arm of "the Almighty ; andf 
who Have no dependence upon the arm of flesh ; 
who know that the kingdom of their divine • 
Master is not of this world': and who them- 
selves are redeemed from the Icfve of it, and 
prefer his cause to all other considerations.* 
Such will be kept free from all the measures of ^ 
war, and endeavour to lead quiet and peaceable^ 
lives among men, ih all godliness and honesty. 
Neither wiH they be tossed about by any of 
the changes that are going on in the world.* 
But befng satisfied with the peace of God in* 
tlieir own soul^, tfiey will leati upon hi in, not 
dtiring to mix wrih any thing but what tliey 
know proceeds from the* light and spirit of* 
truth. But when the affections ormen fasten 
upoi^ worldly possessions, they are ih danger 
©r mixing with the policy and spirit of the 
times, and often tbe steps they take to promote 
their own selfish cuds, are contrary to the be- 
nign purpose of Him. who regards with an equal 
eye all the nations of the earth.. Hence^ such. 
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become instrumental in hastening the very 
troubles they meant to guard against. As we 
have professed to own the Spirit of Truth for 
our guide, and by its influence to be led out of 
every thing which is not conformable to it, I 
have seen that the day calls for great watchful- 
ness, and that without it, though we profess to 
have a testimony against war, we may give our 
strength and countenance in fkvour of measures, 
the remote tendency whereof may be to shed, 
the blood of our sons in the field of battle; 
Under these considerations my mind has often 
been exercised, and I have'been desirous that 
some way might open to call the attention of 
iny fellow professors, and invite them.to stand 
separate from every thing which has not it^ 
life in tlie life of truth. Until this is the case,' 
we sTialt feel weak in maintaining the dignified 
testimony to the peaceable spirit of the Gospel 
of Christ ; in whose Gospel and poW^r, the 
prophet Daniel saw the saints of the Most 
High standing, saying one to another, how 
long shall these things be. They were not 
mixed with the multitude, but were trusting* 
in the Lord. Under' these considerations, f 
have felt desires that all inay come out of th^* 
wisdom of the creaturely will, bellering that 
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fhough tbere ni^ be many tbings admitted bj 
this wisdom, which may appear founded in e* 
quity, and due from maa to man, yet that the 
governmeDt of men^ both in a national and in- 
dividual capacity, is the ultimate and sovereign: 
■ right of the Almighty, and that the establish- 
fiient of peape on earth can never be expected^ 
until the rule and dominion is surrendered up- 
to him. Then will that kingdom be set up,, 
both individually and in the world which the 
same enlightened prophet saw. ** And in the 
days of these kii^, shall the God of heaven 
set up a kingdom which shall never be de-^^ 
Mroyed, and the kingdom shall not be left to^ 
father people, but «it shall break in pieces^ aiid 
consume all these kingdoms^ and it 6hatl iiand 
for ever." Dan. ii. 44s. While the prid)e df 
man continiies to usurp the government, and 
his will and wisdom dictate the meaMires U^ 
be adopted, the effect will be what tfiis fallen- 
wi84om ever has produced. But when that 
kingdom shall be ^t up,^ which is idready be- 
^n in the souk of many people^ it shall r^ 
move the spirit of war^ and establisb in the 
vpom thereof, the peaceful reign of the Messiah;. 
A& members of this kingdom, which the Lord 
designs to exalt^ what have such to do Vfith 
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%ny other, but ta be examples of the peaceablis 
government of Christ ? Therefore, let all those 
Vfho profess to be hb subjects, and who be- 
lieve in his lamb-Uke, suffering nature, beware 
how they mar his work in their own souls, 
and retard its progress in the earth, lest they 
stumble and fall, and lose that inheritance in 
his light and truth, to which thej are called. 

But some will say, that if this he the pro- 
fession of Friends, they are against all civil 
government, and look for the kingdom and 
government of Christ to do all things, to an* 
ewer all ends and purposes. To such I would 
observe, that the foundation of Christian go- 
^rnment stands upon the ground of conviction, 
eonvincement, and good- will to meii : and that 
I know of ho constitution or government in the 
world that at this day, agrees with Christi* 
umiy : they all make provision for war, they 
nil complete their end^ by force. And there- 
fore, it becomes a people who cannot act lipoif 
opposite principles, to be on their guard how 
they connect themselves with the measures of 
government. The Christian may live in the 
world, he may comply with all the commands of 
|;overiuneiit, either actively or passively, and 
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^ere is nothing to fear from hiin, if he be «, 
Christian. And if all Hien were Christians, 
the principles of civil government would be 
changed from compulsion to consent^ the sub- 
jects from force to submission without it. But 
I may be told, all men are not Christians, 
therefore force is necessary to protect Christi- 
ans. This consequence will not follow ; . for a 
Christian is like a plant in the earth, he stands 
till he is cut down ; or in other words^ bis stay 
on earth is wholly submitted to the will of hi$ 
Creator; and because his Creator has forbidden 
the exercise of force, he knows that it is not the 
will of his, Lord that he should tesoH to it, 
even when he cannot stand without it. lie i^ 
removed from the world, he has made no resisjp 
tance, he dies in peace; therefore, by the 
power of 9on-resistance, he is made victorious 5 
and this is. our yictory, even our fiuth. And 
thus it is, that the Lamb and his followers ar^ 
unconquerable, because they never strive. Allj 
therefore, who take this ground, are members 
of the kingdom of the Prince of Peace ; they 
are redeemed from war, and the occasions that 
lead to it, and stand iti that spirit which is of 
God, and which is willing, like him, that blesr 
sipgs should flow upon the evitand the good*. . 
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1 have confidence that the day is &st^ap- 
proaching, when, according to the prophecies 
of Isaiah and Micah, ^' he shall judge among 
the nations, and shall rebuke many people, and 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
and their spears into pruning books. Nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more." Isaiah ii. 4. 
and Micab iv. 4. But there will be a qualifi- 
cation to say one to another, '^ Come, let ui 
walk in the light of the Lord." Isaiah ii. 5. 



CHDJI^CK G0y£RN4I^NT. 

Having now completed a summary of tlie 
profession of the society of Friends, respecting 
ministry, worship, and doctrines, I come in the 
next place to speak of church government. That 
it is consistent v/ith tne practice of primitive 
believers in Christ to ad op t some form of go- 
vernment, will appear from niany passages in the 
Scriptures ; and that they were united for this 
purpose, we may surely take for granted. But 
it is possible, and even probable, that after the 
apostles had received the promise which was 
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nia<!e unto the Fathers, and were united in the 
Holy Spirit, that thej did not, at their memo* 
rable meeting on the day of Pentecost, a^ree 
upon all the orders and rules, which, by the 
light of Christ, they in process of time were left 
into ; for they Vere not then aware, that their 
ministry was to extend to the Grentiles, or that 
these also were to become members in the same 
spiritual fiumily. I shall, in the first place, 
introduce such testimony as has served to satis- 
fy me, that they were in some general connex- 
ion, and that they held certain powers and in- 
structions which tSeir Holy Head had deii- 
Tered to them. The first which relates to the 
ibundation whereon ihe church shoiild be huilt, 
appears when our Lord asked them, ^^ 'W1u>m 
say ye that I am ? and Simon l^eter answered^ 
and said, thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God. And Jesus answered, and said 
unto him, blessed art tlou, Simon Barjoda, for 
fiesh and blooA hath not revealed this unto 
thee, but ray FaAer whilfa is in heaven. And 
I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And 
I will give uato thee the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
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*6artli, -shall be boand in heaven; and whatso^ 
«ver thou shall loose on earth, shall be loosed 
in.heaY«a." Mat. xvi. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19. 
Our Lord, knowing that his disciples were to 
'receive a divine impression, by which they 
•ihouM clearly understand in whose company 
they were, makes use of this opportunity to in- 
form them on what foundationhis church should 
stand; and having noticed to Peter, that the 
Joiowledge which he was then favoured with 
.was sjnritual and divine ; he holds up the prin«- 
eifde by which this kndwledg^ was obtained, as 
« principle capable of giving access to the 
knowledge of the mind of God. But this was not 
«nly given to Peter ; for if that had been iht 
«ase, all ethers must have been excluded; 
vduch cannot be admitted; for the same spirii 
opened the hearts of ail the Kving and'spiritu^ 
ally begotten children, in every age of tte worldl 
Now, all they that haipf sifomitted to the mani- 
festotion of the spirit, a6d sta^d in the life and 
power of it, are in^i| ^'^ttM^ ^ looking anto 
tile mind of the ^rit. We therefore batieve^ 
that Ae church of Christ is built upon thii 
foundoticm, tUs oomer stone, w^icb the prophet 
spoke of. *' Therefore, thus saith the Lord 
tiod^ behold, I ky. in Zion^ for a feundationj^ 
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1^ stgne, a tried stone^ a precious corner stoj^ 
a sure foundation." Isaiah xxviii. 16. To 
this same foundation hath the testimony of thp 
faithful been given, and it has by them beejt 
esteemed, though others have rejected it> Qn4 
have sought to build upon outward forms ait4 
opinions, denying that God has continue thi^ 
spiritual principle of light ; an errpr whiqh wap 
foreseen and foretold. " The ^tQne which the 
builders refused, is become the head stone, oif 
the corner." Psalm cxviii. 22. And our Lord 
inquires of the Pharisees, " Did ye never read 
in the Scriptures^ the stone which the buil<|ei3g 
rejected, the san^e h become the head of the 
corner. This is the Lord's doings, and it is 
manrelloufi in ^ur eyes." Mat. xxi^ 42, ,And . 
the apostles have gjiven testimony that this 
(corner stone was Jesus, Christ. "Neither is 
there salvation in any other." Acts iv. 13. 
We, of consequence, are convinced, that the 
church of Christ being built upon him^ and by 
Jiim, its members baveJ|pdlowship vrith him^ 
and one with another. He it is, therefore, by 
whom all who are opened in spirit, are opened 
into the kingdom of God ; and by him, all that 
$re bo)ind oa earth are bound in heaven, and 
^U that are lpo!9Qd on earth, are loosed in hea* 
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▼en. The apostles and true believers in the 
iQward life of him who is the light of men^ 
being built up in him, a spiritual building, and 
having received from him this wisdom and 
power of God, while they remain in him, and 
act under his government, whomsoever they 
bound on earth was bound in heaven, and on 
the other hand, whomsoever they loosed on 
earth was loosed in heaven. But though it is 
consistent with the doctrine of the Scriptures, 
for a spiritual building possessing unity and 
power to be built up, yet it also appears, that 
amOng the members of this building, there may 
be want of watchful and faithful obedience ; in 
which case, the unity is interrupted, and of- 
fences are given. Our Lord, knowing the 
frailty of man, has therefore condescended to 
instruct his followers how to proceed in such 
instances. " Moreover, if thy brother trespass 
against thee, go and tell him his fault between 
thee and hini alone, and if he shall hear thee, 
ithou hast gained thy brother." Mat. xviii. 15. 
■Here it may be remarked, that it is allowed to 
^be possible that a brother may so far depart 
from the influence and government of the head 
-of the church, as to be guilty of a trespass; 
ibut though this should be the case, he is not; 
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<^ the supposition of an individaal, to be cast 
a^vaj: but before judgment is passed upon 
liim, he shall have a hearing, even though he 
-should refuse to hear a brother, who had told 
him bis fault alone. " But if he will not hear 
thee, then take with thee one or two more, that 
in the mouth of tn'o or three witnesses every 
word may be established. And if he shall ne- 
glect to hear them^ tell it unto the cJiurch, 
but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be 
unto thee as a heathen man and a publican." 
16, 17. A separation is here pointed out, but 
it is evident that where this takes place, the 
member has become a party in opposition to the 
church ; he has gone from the unity of the spirit 
in himself, he has left the true foundation, and 
IS no longer qualified to enjoy the fellowship 
of Christ : nor can any human power restore him 
to the unity and fellowship of the church* But 
he is it- the spirit of opposition, among the 
children of disobedience, who walk not in the 
truth. When any, therefore, thus fall away 
from the life and spirit of Christ, and from the 
unity df his church ; these are as though they 
had never known the truth, ajid must be left to 
the judgment of the great day of the Lord. 
Now, the day of the^ Lord is a day of divine 
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light renewed or opened in the, soul; and in 
this day, the opposing and sti'ong will is brought 
down, the transgressing nature is taken hold . 
of, and if the individuals submit to the light of 
this day, they are brought to see themselves, 
and the chains of darkness under which they 
had been held: and as they become humbled, 
they are blessed with a dispensation of repen* 
tance for the sins that are past; and by the 
merciful atonement of Christ, permitted to be 
loosed in heaven and on earth ; and to walk in 
his spirit who taketh away the sins of the world, 
and clothes these with his own lamb-like non- 
resisting nature, by which they are prepared to 
be members of his church. The existence of 
order in the church is evidenced by his own in- 
structions respecting the manner in which an 
t>ffending brother was to be treated, as I have 
before stated. In this there is ground to be« 
lieve that the church must have been in ^sses- 
sion of some formal obligations proper to be 
observed ; and such as the members living un<* 
der the government of truth would always 
comply with. But the great danger in those 
outward and formal means of government, is 
that men may enlarge their number upon the 
principles of human sagacity, Witliout the lead- 
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ings or counsel of the head of the church. This, 
I apprehend, has been an error which has crept 
into most societies of Christian professors. , It 
is an error which may always be expected, 
where men, in their own wisdom and wills, 
undertake to make rules for the government of 
the consciences of others. The apostles, very 
early in the Christian church, were made sensi- 
ble of the necessity of care on this head ; as 
appears in the conclusion adopted by them, and 
sent among their believing brethren of the 
Gentiles. " For it seemed good to the Holy 
Ghost and to us, to lay upon you no greater 
burden than these necessary things, that ye ab- 
stain from meats offered to idols, and from 
blood, and from things strangled, and from 
fornication, from which if ye keep yourselves, 
ye shall do well." Acts xv. 28, 29. But as 
they who are gathered into the mind of Christ, 
continue subject to him in all things, there will 
be no danger of forming rules or regulations 
in his church, that shall be oppressive to the 
tender consciences of any of the members. For 
want of this subjection have arisen most of the 
divisions in Christendom ; as would appear, 
were we to examine the declarations of faith 
and belief to which many professors have been 
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oUiged to mbscribe if tbejr renaised'iii, door 
neicion. But irkere the Ug^ of Christ 18 re- 
garded iffl the only suflicieiitt gukk, Uwilgli 
order and propriety will be requtredly mudi^ttco 
ndes be entered into, yet all wiH hartMWMffe 
witfi the evidence of Us own Uessed spKrit, m 
the souls of men. Under a church foVQtwnoit 
thus founded in the wisdoni of God|tfnd stam)- 
ing in connexion with the preiia*vatton of the 
souls of men, no conscientious ground of difnont 
can exist, whife the members of the obvBdi: we 
preserved upon the right -fouAdatipft^ -r^nd 
therefore, if any prove unfidAful, ftnd-^jlf W^* 
tiiken in a &ult, those who are spirituaVyinM'* 
ed will be concerned to restore such ; andjlleir 
labours being in the spirit of meekness and 
love, and having nothing in them that will 
kindle opposition, the offending brother, it may 
be expected, will confess his &ult, and return 
to the unity of the church. But if after such 
brotherly entreaty, and without foundation, for 
objection against the rule of the church, he 
remains on the offending ground, then the una- 
voidable consequence must be, that he will 
number among the transgressors ; and in his 
obstinacy be separated from the unity of the 
spirit, which is the bond of peace. To all 
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^Udiy tHere 18 igiwen tbe fruit of ih^ir iowi 
doings ; and while tbey shut out the ligbt, mni 
ibM^ a -spirit of t^pbaition, they cannot par- 
fal^ of the comR^tiond of the (aithfiil, but are 
ibMEnd fn< hearen and on earth ; and in the tet- 
tens of darkness they nui<<t remain until they 
are wflHng to cease from the spirit of opposi- 
tion^ ^d walk in the light of the' son of Gdd. 
Much more might be said on the ground and 
principle of chuit^h government ; ^but'the fore- 
going taay scfrve to give the reader a view of 
oiir firofbssion in the case, and to convince bim 
' HM ahUty who are turbulent and opposing, can- 
ntot at the same time be members of ihe chtirA 
tDf Christ. 
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PECIALLY TO MEJiBCRS OJT THE iOClElT 

. OF^ FRIENP8, t ■ , r 

' T^E foregpmg I have WFitteo in consequence. 
of a belief^ that nuiny io the society of Jpri^s^ 
are tw little acquainted with the nature' of our 
profesfion ; a}80, with a prof pect that strangjers 
~ might be iuformed, without mueh reading, what 
we bdieve^ and not be left to farm qpiB^mS; 
of the 80cie^ from i\if repKME;^.they BU|.y;bear,- 
or from the p^inistry alone*. 3<^«^te^ ia eidior: 
<»se, the means for a correct judgm^ni if o^l^ 
he insu^cient. Fronit the labours of those en- , 
(^Eiged in the ministrj^ it would not be reason* j* 
aji)le to expect a minii^e esiplanatian of the 
4octrine ^f Friends ia each partiauiar case*^ 
l^heir service is much more frequently, to qpeak^ 
tp the slates of the people^ and to caU hoipe. 
t|ie mind to the light of Christ within^ ^an to . 
o^er extensive doctrinal testimony. It nvay boj. 
thought by some, that the society have already^ 
a, sufficient number of e)q[>lftnatory treatises, 
and that any thing further is unnecessary* But 
I believe that on deliberate examination^ this^ 
fi.2L 
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vfill not be found to be the case, though there 
are many valuable works extant. I feel par- 
titularly concerned that the ri^ng generation 
lifay be drawn off from the deccptite glitter of 
the world, and that early attention may be 
given to their religious improvement. In con- 
sequence of this concern, my thoughts have 
been often exercised. In the course whereof, 
Thstve been led to take into yiew some of the 
disadvantages under which they labour ; and it. 
Iras appeared io me, that the young and tender 
ihimte of children are often injured for want of 
prdjiftr JMiSigioiis weight in parents. Eiirly ia 
lift*, iheftf at^enti(m is open to observe the con- 
duct of parents; ahd if Ibey see there is want 
. of regularity, that parents arc sometif^es amia-* 
We and pleasant- and at ©thers fretfiil knd ill- 
natured, this tends to produce fifflctktty to 
them, ahd they are at a loss to know 'how ti^ 
conduct^ so as to obtain approbation. But t(| 
as tfiey advance vtt years,'ihe shepherd of souM* 
should visit their tender minds by the word bT 
tes ^ce-, which I haviB no doiibt is the case at* 
a'mu(9iearKer period than many are awar^'^oS^- 
they should then find that their parents iih^ 
not subject to the divine ptiriciplej it miistbb k 
cause of stumblings and thus the mind tkiay be- 
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rcttrded in its progress from eartfa to'hMiteaf 
Tile dispensations of diving love which are 
sbed over the young minds^ lead' into love.an^ 
affection for all areund ^b&a ; and when they, 
are in this^ predoiiv ^ate^ how; must they be 
shockedy. if ft>r some trivial act^ which may bo 
t^e effect of want of ju^m^V ^^f dioal4 
he addressed iii passic^. And yet Ak is what 
uU p^i^nts of children are liable to, unless the]| 
are themselves brought* imdev the dj^vine go% 
|ienin])ent« That ll have 3een thi|t while it is » 
^eanttful.andialexestii^; ta^ it is a very ioif 
pont^mt one, to educate. and bring up childt^it 
iit th^ nartare and admonittf^a; of tibie hwA;: 
m^.do 1 believethafcany can perform this duty 
fks. ti»y o^ght to^ do,, who are, Aot subject to 
t|i)e light of Chriiie. Apd I ham <rft» t^ougli^t^. 
Ibat if pufents w^ more hmvenly mindedy 
^it j^Hdrw wopU be h^ hardy, and mi^re 
pfSfiiH to, th^m an4 amcNog theii\ friends, than. 
js th^ CBi9e with many ioiour day*. Xhe trul^ 
^9iiwi$ed and dedicated mind, may ofitesi find. 
j^pfft^pi^ to shed, the tear q^ soorow over th^ 
^lildfeii.jaf tbit^ generation.. But I am of the 
/qmoilM, thai if we Uv^d inithe huoiility an^ 
jmme^cj^ belMre GtMl which our holy profeiiv 
m^^^lSht^y we shi^uld hnve^greater ac«e|f 
k3 
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t* 1i» ti^oie of kts gfftte» and the 1^ mA 
fMrer of the. gospd' wooM wpreaA is oitr fii^ 
AiOMd He whD was tlie fkrmd of fi^fol 
JlJirakaBi woidd clotho. ut witii greater wm 
thontj and qudiiicatiai to command: tfaose o£ 
em* iMMisabold^ And our preniotts offe^mg^ 
Wltoidin^ tii^ Boteootttjriand.Bwedteeasi of oop 
iptrk^ wottU led. an eaiiy and dutiMattec^M 
aoeoet to Qs; thej womid not be difficult to 
toqunaad^. but would beied ioto obedienoe by 
the concmreai operation of. our dtviue gutde^ 
who IB &ifmr miUimg to asmt us m every duty 
irhioli be is re<)uiriag at ctur baoda^ He ie 
aUa to teoet with, our dnl^^D wheo tbey .aio 
j|i'*tfaak' fotirod ^plaaei^ .«i^ .if we .wore wilt 
i^skuft Ibr him, would make our eamdu^k^ 
ilriiiBeBftal to wpakou bis light and tr«tfi jgi 
tfiteir «iku|i«'J3«l in- the pnaeeiit atata^ horn 
IMny '9«te> 41% pare»ta liawi «ha«ii unftithiM» 
ind«tanie<l ^Mr'ailaiitio* to sm ohilaido^ rela» 
|toii$ AiMillifig tbo worlo of Aohtw^ «4ich 
iierer laadatbe eomilratherettiita^rfeet, wm^ 
M to lay a feir fbondatioiii i& the mcMj*mmi 
to 'lay mp ^ettmr&mn earth; r&ry tiidaitrioai 
had frugftlj plaki ia living and plain ia mfmi^ii^ 
but enemtea to ttie croi» of Cfafiat, ttot adiaina 
la bis 8^00]^ and ther^Mt; not <|«alifiod')lo^hiik 
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fliTBct their difldren; bat Oeir spttito beiog fai 
Ijbe woMy tfaeir cfntvenatiQii relates to it; (c9t 
oot of tbe aknadAQot qf Jtbe beHrt.tiie aoutki 
apeakeA. Whn iktB timag gatewa^u Bn edn,^ 
«ated imder these ciraiBHlnc6% mad the cob«4 
vecsatioa thejr dmify hear is booadei faf ten-« 
poral concerns, the effect nmrt be to obstrad 
the growth of the seed of the kkigdotti of beavta 
IB them; and it afterwards seeais to leqmo 
aomethiagiike » mtrade to bring their a»indi 
back to the principle we. pm^Bes. If in ^mi» 
voligiaaa »eatin§a thc^ are sonetimes qpcdcmi 
to in the demonstmlmi and power of the spint| 
they #nd, on t)ieir retorn hoiae, tlpt Aegr aiw 
so<m laadcd in tfaesame round af jralgcets and 
eonfw s a i fa u , Thai ithe .liBrd^a ^pvk is ra« 
terdad ia its pra^^iressin.lbataaabittff iia y aath» 
anAtmai^af Atbas grawmp bat yMk iMe re* 
ligioos ooadbtnoibavtlthHai. Itaqppeua taaM^ 
thi^lbtse^iAai iba liayjeaHafoTtan «s«abtaing 
teytiaMnytb^ba barM aaKHif thapaopla, both 
mmtm^'Hio pro fo s eo rs and'.lotbeiaiir* and I am 
atei*pitt la flsini ofjifaf inrtrwetian gtiren ta 
lbttLilisai{^& ^^Thmisaitfa basnntol^iscdia^ 
aifiesf tba bai!«a^*taalj>ii pkntaons^ baft ijm 
bdwmiiwq ^x>ei4m. Fh^ ^ tbardbre, tha 
iioait af tba- haN^rtf ifcatjia ^vdttl mmi fiwtb 
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Ubouiserfi ihto his vkifeyard/* Mfih ix.-S?, 39u 
At this^ay, there are bri^ttaleoted nam im 
the Mcie^^and I have no.dcmM tbe head o£ 
Ae chwch has often urakaadd their aoofe, Iqf^ 
his all pommS^ word. of truth, and brought^ 
tlieai ^ see liie neglactod state of his- cai^ei 
AiKl I beli^vey Aatfif.siurh i^re &ithltd to the 
day of t^ir visitabon, ibef^ laouM he taken: 
irom their statoof worldly ioc«rity>. as well a$f 
from their Jiviarldij puirsiitts^. and fMP^Mired fim 
1h& Master's use; aad<a hoaiitiiiil ha|i4;nrouidb 
be raised to fmoAma the .wondiioiia works of 
the iyond.. ^Bhe dmrdt wlbdU berripfeaidi^ 
wMijii%t8| as^at tbejfiE^ jmd ooomcUors, «» 
in Ae iM|pmii^« i haw ioU am ^wfid blanfc 
in mf dij»^ ^ hl«ak whacb Lhaare sem ia mwi^ 
fa Mh^ MbtlUynMa of^he 9bfWg mixmpS t^ 
world itt thtipimianl tMe>' «ad h htii^m^ ^^wi^ 
ualeta %a^ who hiife hae«.MMA &ir bjfv%t 
liiriiop #f smliy bacooiuB obaibeal ifeo,^ he^^ 
im^.ipiiio% and awboMt t«^ walh^iaodio almigjit 
aiKl mr^w wajp, thp aocd of tho hii ^do a ^ ^i^ 
Aem w^.he io dwplfi hiwiai in thtif?CMtl|lt|k 
fMteve, ifci^ the wmumf heama )oC the «|uiof 
dtghteoiiipeis wil) ao iMTe^Mt upan^i^ fMd 
itkey he left to thMpehea. .fiM O! y» fipdir 
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the AnrAi let m titiife» ntiA HfiA ali hvu^iyj' 
patience, and peraeli^raiice) Mii the "wmk of 
our dfl^r^ aned thotsgh we 8llM>iild9 in tiie asiiem* 
Hies of the people^ hrre fittle elae but tmla^ 
and suffiefi^is, may we be kept tbe Lord's tim^ 
and in no instmee a^ttettf^t to reigti, wMle tie 
tktt is our b^^t life ia in wfkmg. Bat ^ we 
remain inwardly atUentive to the unfblding of 
hh light, wo ihall be opmed in a clewr tight ot^ 
the 9tate Of tiie ^eed of the kingdom, a«d <Hur 
mittbtry UriH be frowned with a holy a»d j^eae* 
trat»igauAoritj; tbe weak wfll be strnigtb^. 
enod; the hungrj ftd, tbe Mind Inmight (o tee^ 
the deaf to hear, and the dead in treejpasieft 
attAi^qnickeMdjuBdbroQgbttoMfti* IhtYO 
8oiB«eikal tnucifr dejpend^ iir 4lna d^y ^tpon (he 
leaclm x>f the peo]^ keej^ their tfe^t . upon 
tWiMe tnaUving S^nftdatioii; ^l9nlk9lg in the 
Ii§h^ even ni He, ow Holj Htad^ is in ihe: 
ligbt; abdl dm eettffied, (tet Ihe more these 
are cbncemed ta ?havo -. their lampii . trimmed, 
Md'^hc^ir lights bnrning, ffie less ^ey will be 
^Ved^iy what may. be goMg on in thc^ earth*. 
Fbl^ ft ifir a cOiiiie^«e« e^ the truth, where 
iefes^e Mk gwerntnent, to make its fi^ow* 
^tfr'ilMchangeafald It is itself «o,: and all they 
#heebiBe toii^einiit^ are grounded and -set- 
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tied M an wiclidftg^eaUe ftrnndation. And* 
tliDui^ th^ see all things change around them, 
they have a hc^lj^ habitation tinnioved ; and pro- 
tected by him that has all power iQ heaven ami 
ia earth. Kow, those who enter ibis holy and 
heavenly habitation, they are redeemed from 
the gpirit and love of this world; and they 
Know, that as the kingdom of their lK>rd is not 
of this world, so neither is theirs; andthougit 
they are subject to every ordinance of man, for 
conscience salce, yet they are not in the spirit 
or measures of the IcingddmB of this worlds 
They may see the governments of men turn 
a>nd overturn, but on their part they neither * 
bnitd ilip fior pull down; neither their joys nbr 
dieir-8orfbW8 depenki-tipiyn the measures of ikm 
world; but Only ai^ alone upon the diq^iea^ . 
sations of their Drvine Master* ' I widi Jiof to 
tire Ay reader hy speakings ol^ the state ofau 
dedicated fol)o#et of Christ ; but I miioh desire 
that my fellov^ professors of the same faith, as^ 
we believewe are called to lift up an ennign to 
the nations, even the etii^Q of peace, may be 
so giiarded as to keep separate from every mea- 
sure which may in any degree disqualify ibr 
this important service. And I have no doubt 
but, whatever persccutioas and trials may cottie^w 
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upon US) ^rougli the mistaken policy of men^ 
for our faitbfalness to the testimony of the 
gospel spirit^ we shall in the end, if we keep 
our places, have to rejoice with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory. 




THE END. 
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